 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON THE 6TH DECEMBER 2007 IN THE MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present:

Sandra Bowie, Brian Cain, Margaret Cole, James Fraser, Helen Geddes, Alistail Locke, Eosaph Mackenzie, Alexander Maclean, Elizabeth McClurg, Anne MacCreadie, Colin Murchie, Lezlye Sutherland and Garry Wells.

In Attendance:
Colin Downie – Returning Officer,  David Haas – Inverness City Manager,  Jimmy Flint  – Ward Manager, Elizabeth Macillister - Councillor and Elizabeth McArdle – News & Views.

Apologies:

Anne Sutherland, Peter Corbett – Councillor and Janet Campbell – Councillor.

Absent: 

Frances Welsh.

1.
Welcome and Apologies.
Colin Downie, acting as chair for the commencement of the meeting noted the apologies and welcomed all to the meeting.

2.
Introduction.
Colin(D) took the opportunity of thanking all of the community council for taking on the responsibility of the post, welcoming some new faces and also those that have returned.  He continued by noting that before he progresses to the election of office bearers he would like to introduce Mr David Haas, Inverness City Manager to the council members.

David Thanked Colin and briefly outlined his role in working with the current groups within the community, many of whom he has already met and through Jimmy Flint, the Ward Manager we can all look forward to a better future.

3.
Election of Office Bearers.
Colin(D) thanked David and advised the meeting that they are required to elect office bearers to fill the posts of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary and Minute Secretary, noting that the last two posts could be combined.

The following were duly elected to the posts and Colin welcomed the new chair and handed the meeting over.


3.1
Chairperson - Garry Wells


3.2
Vice Chairperson - Alistair Locke


3.3
Treasurer - Brian Cain


3.4
Secretary & Minute Secretary - Sandra Bowie

4.
AOCB
Garry asked if there were any items for discussion.

Anne McCreadie informed the meeting that she felt that Ivor Bissett should be considered for inclusion within the community council, Colin(D) informed the meeting that his exclusion was that he was ineligible to stand not being on the Electoral Role for the area as he lives on the wrong side of the line, identified on the Merkinch Community Ward map, provided by the Highland Council.  Colin(D) continued by noting that when he was co-opted the secretary at the time who with Ivor and Cllr Cummings knew this, should have applied to have the area included within the Merkinch.   Colin explained the process and David agreed that if the community council wished this change to be considered that a letter should be sent to himself with a copy of the minutes from this meeting.  

After some discussion a vote was called for by the chair and a decision reached that a letter should be sent to the Highland Council to request that the procedures necessary to have the boundary amended be progressed.

It was agreed to hold a special meeting on the 20th of December at 7pm in the community centre to discuss the proposed firework display on 12th Jan. and all community councillors available should attend.

David asked the members of the community council to consider lifting the ban on Mr Kerr (now Councillor Kerr) attending any community council meetings.  This would enable Councillor Kerr to take his place with the other three councillors at these meetings.   David continued that as a councillor he has to abide by the councillors code of conduct and that his inclusion has to be for the benefit of the community.

Colin Murchie stated that he was not aware of what happened in the past and asked if anyone could inform him of the circumstances.  Ali Locke was able to provide a brief description of the problems that occurred with Mr Kerr and two Community Councillors at that time, that eventually led to Mr Kerr being banned from all future Community Council meetings.  

David asked that the community council seriously consider starting afresh with Councillor Kerr.  Garry suggested that the members should discuss this amongst themselves and he agreed to put this on the agenda for further discussion at the next meeting.

Colin(D) informed the meeting that Anne Sutherland has send some items of communication for the new secretary and that there are two items for your attention.  The first is to do with the community council forum being held in December and seeming numbers attending to assist with catering arrangements.  Both David and Jimmy briefed the meeting on this event.  Colin(D) asked for names of anyone interested in attending, Garry Wells, Brian Cain, James Fraser, Colin Murchie and Lezlye Sutherland all agreed to attend.  

The second item is for a Road Safety Seminar that will be held in Nairn on the 11th of December, this is a 1 day presentation, Colin(D) asked if anyone was interested in attending, there were no volunteers.

Brian Cain noted that there is usually a sub group of the community council, that in the past have been made up of the Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer and Secretary that usually meet as required to take decisions as may be necessary between community council meetings, such as planning notification that usually requires a response within days and rather than to call a special meeting.  The sub group meet to agree an appropriate response that they then bring to the next meeting.

Garry agreed to include this for discussion as to who should be on this sub group at the next meeting. 

Ali asked for a vote of thanks for Colin Downie for carrying out the role of returning officer, this was given and Colin thanked the members. 

5.
Agenda items for future meetings.

There were no further items for inclusion.

6.
Date, time and location of future meetings
It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on the 17th of January 2008 at 7:30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre.


Garry thanked all and closed the meeting at 20:25pm.

