MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 27TH MARCH 2008 AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present: Sandra Bowie, Brian Cain, Jimmy Fraser, Yvonne Stewart, Peter Corbett, Colin Murchie, Jimmy Flint, Margaret Cole, Gary Wells, Ali Locke, Helen Geddes, Dell McClurg
In Attendance: James Ross, P.C. Connie Sinclair, Bette McArdle.

Apologies: Anne MacCreadie, Ivor Bisset, Frances Welsh, Anne Sutherland, Claire Richardson, Ali MacClean.

Welcome and Apologies.

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

 The minutes were approved.

Anne Sutherland has resigned from the community council but will continue to attend as representative of Merkinch Partnership.

The Community Council would like to send out our sympathies to Josh’s family at this sad time for them.

2. Report from Northern Constabulary.

     With the exception of this weekends events the area has been relatively quiet.

3. Correspondence.

Wireless will change over to digital in 2010 in our area.

Refusal of permission of 3 houses to be built in the garden of 34 kessock Road.

4. Treasurer’s Report.

Copies circulated.

5. Community Councillor’s local issues.

Dell reported that the Plumb Centre wall has a lot of obscene graffiti on it. Ali thought it might be a good idea to get a graffiti artist to put a design on it.

Yvonne said there were lots of glass and rubbish in the local area. Thornbush has had lots of glass in it for a few weeks. Also the Ferry ticket office bin has not been emptied for 3 weeks.

Helen was approached by someone who asked how do they become a part of Merkinch Partnership. They have tried but they have had no response. Peter said that letters have been sent out about her correspondence.

Inverness City Partnership would like one member of each community council to join them to vote on their committee. Peter says this is still a work in progress and will keep us updated with progress.

Sub group of ferry ticket office handed out questionnaires.

6. Ward members question time.

Was asked could we have our own code of conduct as we use the local council one. Most people are happy with code as it is but could be looked at.

Reports.

· Greenspace : their report is dominated by the Merkinch local nature reserve. Secured funding to employ a contractor to do further litter clearance around Muirtown pool end of the reserve. Dog mess still a major problem, people are putting the waste in bags but then throwing bags in shrubbery. They have been doing a bit of monitoring to see where the best place to put dog bins, entire length from canal to circle is worst so 3 bins will be put along the length of it. Dell was thanked for opening the dolphin hut on the 2nd march to help with the consultation process.

· Leisure and Recreation: Clach Park has been saved for another 3 months. Clach pitch can now be rented for anyone to use. 

· Tenants Group: very little new members, would like to have some more. Benula Road tenants have folded due to lack of members

· Ward managers: Jim has asked if anyone would like to attend the Ward forum on the 31st March. City Vision Funding is approved for the Grant street project.

· Merkinch Partnership: Applied for funding to help with sports development plan to provide sports activities in the area e.g. after school sports activities, purchase of equipment and training. All current streetscape projects have been completed. Improvements for shopping precinct have been approved by Highland Council and should start in a few weeks. The Partnership has funding for another six months.

· Merkinch community council: clean up scheme soon, weather permitting. Would like to donate a prize to a class at Merkinch Primary school for class with best class project. Sandra will contact Faye to ask her approval or any other suggestions for prize.

8. A.O.B

9. Date and time of next meeting

Thursday 24th April 2008 at 7.30pm at Merkinch Community Centre. 

