0MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL WILL MEET ON THURSDAY 27TH MARCH AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

AGENDA

Roll Call and Apologies

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting/Matters Arising

2. Report from Northern Constabulary

3. Correspondence

4. Treasurer’s Financial Report

5. Community Councillors – local issues

6. Ward members Question time

7. Reports;

· Environmental

· Leisure and Recreation

· Tenants Groups

· Ward Manager

· Merkinch Partnership

8. Merkinch Community Council own projects

9. A.O.B

10. Date and Time of next meeting

MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2008 AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present: Ali Locke, Brian Cain, Helen Geddes, Margaret Cole, Garry Wells, Dell McClurg, Sandra Bowie, Anne MacCreadie, Anne Sutherland, Yvonne Stewart.
In Attendance: Bet McAllister, Claire Richardson, David Campbell, Elsie Normington, Ivor Bisset, Peter Corbett, James Ross, P.C. Connie Sinclair.

Apologies: Ali Maclean, Jimmy Flint, Jimmy Fraser, Frances Welsh.

Welcome and Apologies.

1. Previous minutes/ matters arising

The minutes were approved.

Peter Corbett commented that a paper had said the reason James Ross wasn’t allowed to join the community council was because he was too young. He is allowed to join but not vote but as we said we have no places left on the council at the moment.

It has been decided that Garry Wells will now be our official Press Officer. To comment on any community council issues. 

Lezlye Sutherland has officially resigned from the community council.

Ivor Bisset has enquired about the progress of the boundary change as of date no change has happened they are still looking into it.

2. Report From Northern Constabulary

The report showed that the crime rate in the Merkinch area has gone down.

Ivor Bisset highlighted a problem of trolleys being left or dumped in river. These trolleys are being used to ram peoples cars in Abban Street and Huntly Street. P.C. Sinclair said she would look into it.

3. Correspondence.

£500 has been donated to Merkinch Enterprise to help with News and Views.

Merkinch Greenspace has asked for some funding for their projects. Committee agreed to give them £300 to install benches along Kessock Road. .

4. Treasurer’s Report

Copies circulated.

5. Community Councillor’s local issues.

Peter Corbett brought up the issue of the recycling containers; they need to be chained to the wall and also for the bottom of containers to be fixed as cans are falling out of the bottom.

Albyn housing would like to do some development for some affordable housing.

Residents would like new pavements in Grant Street when improvements are made to the drains.

The Tandoori takeaway has been asked to put in grease traps to see if this will help situation they have done so.

Dell McClurg will have another look at funding for ticket office. She would like a break down of the costings.

6. Ward Members question time.

No issues were raised.

7. Reports.

· Tenants Group – Due to illness no members available.

· Merkinch Greenspace Project – reported has been handed out. Merkinch School has helped to design benches for Greenspace project. Community council has helped towards this by donating £300. Ali Locke has declared an interest in Merkinch Greenspace.

· Ferry ticket office project – they had a meeting and want some help with some funding. A joiner will do all the work free as long as project supple materials. Their next meeting is on the 2nd March 1-4pm. Would like to ask council to hose down pier at ticket office. Would like a frieze on side of ticket office maybe of old ferryboat and for local children to do this. Community council would like to support this project.

· Merkinch Partnership – report handed in by Anne Sutherland. Any group if they like can put their minutes on the community website. Area adjacent to car park at Fliperz daycare has been cleaned and paid for by Merkinch Partnership. They had approached council but they had no money left in budget to pay it.

Note: A member of the community council would like it noted that Fliperz Daycare does not own the car park space.     

· Leisure and Recreation – This was presented by Elsie Normington the development manager. MacCreadie suite has been in full use over the last few months. Between April and Jan it has had 11,871 visitors through its door, and 97% were from Merkinch area. Merkinch Community Club would like some ideas for school holiday activities and for more parents to help out.

· Christmas 2008

A proposal for real reindeers with sledge also a parade to the centre with singers, stalls etc. It has been suggested that each community group donate some money towards the project. At Merkinch Community Council we are having a raffle at each meeting .A £1 per person was suggested and all were agreed. Bette MacCallister would like to put £2 in each time from her.

Garry Wells has volunteered to be Santa and Peter Corbett has volunteered to be his elf.

8. A.O.B.

9. Date and Time of Next Meeting

Thursday 27th March in Merkinch Community Centre.

