MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2007 AT 7:30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present:
Ali MacLean - Chair

Ali Locke – Vice Chair

Brian Cain – Treasurer

Helen Geddes

Jimmy Sutherland

Jimmy Fraser

Margaret Cole(formerly Ross)
Gary Wells

Dell McClurg
Frances Welsh

Ivor Bisset 
Peter Corbett – Ward member
Bet McAllister – Ward member

Janet Campbell – Ward member

Bette McArdle
Jimmy Flint – Ward Manager

Mike Stephens – Highland Council

Apologies:
Isobel Williamson


Anne Sutherland

Attending:
James Ross, Andy Dixon
Welcome and Apologies
THE battle with Scottish Water and other authorities over the condition of the drains in the Grant Street area, a battle which has been going on for several years, was once again raised at Merkinch Community Council’s October meeting.

Mike Stephens, Principal Engineer with Highland Council’s TEC department, came to discuss the ongoing problems which nearby resident Helen Geddes said was worsening.

The drains were no longer clogged by oil which could be sucked up by machinery, but was now rock-hard fat.

Children going in and out to the Fliperz nursery in Simpson’s Lane were getting their shoes and clothes damaged by it when it rained.

Councillor Janet Campbell was shocked at the health hazard these conditions posed. “Water rates go up every year. It’s an absolute disgrace.”

Mr Stephens said that Scottish Water was having a drain-cleaning programme. “It’s just a question of chasing Scottish Water,” he said. He explained who was responsible for what drains. Mrs Geddes said she was of a mind to take samples and have them analysed at the lab at Raigmore.

Regarding the drainage problems in the lo-lying area at Kessock Road, Mr Stephens said this was recognised as a problem. What was required was a survey so that solutions could be priced.

FOLLOWING the behaviour of Community Council member James Fraser towards Scottish Water’s representative Joanna Peebles at the September meeting, chairman Ali MacLean sent Mr Fraser a letter condemning his abusive language and uncouth attitude. Mr Fraser was warned that such behaviour would not be tolerated and any repetition would lead to his being asked to leave. At the meeting Mr Locke, acting chairman for the evening, reinforced the view that such behaviour causes a great deal of damage to the Community Council’s reputation.

THE extension of the Grant Street car park was due to be completed on 19th October, Mr Stephens said. He also announced that the very wide bell-mouth at the junction of India Street and Thornbush Road was to be re-designed in the interests of safety.

MERKINCH once again has two full-time Community Beat Officers, members heard. One of them, CBO Connie Sinclair attended the meeting and explained that she and/or her colleague CBO Ian Buchanan would almost always be available. 

She produced some  figures for the previous week which indicated that of the 394 calls in the wider Inverness area for such things as violence, vandalism, theft, anti-social behaviour etc, just 50 had come from Merkinch compared to 92 from Dalneigh & Kinmylies and 80 in the city centre. She made a plea that people ringing in should give a name and address, otherwise they could not follow up, say for instance, groups of youths causing a disturbance.

NO DECISION has yet been made regarding the future of flats in Glendoe Terrace. Residents are concerned that although samples have been taken some weeks ago, they still have not heard whether the flats were being demolished and replaced, or refurbished.

THE withdrawal of the concierge at Harbour Court flats last year has caused the area to start going downhill again. Cllr Corbett said perhaps it was time to reconsider reinstating the concierge and said he would discuss the matter with the housing department.

