MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17TH MAY 2007 AT 7:30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present:
Ali MacLean - Chair

Ali Locke – Vice Chair

Anne Sutherland – Secretary and Merkinch Partnership Officer
Brian Cain – Treasurer

Helen Geddes

Jimmy Sutherland

Jimmy Fraser

Margaret Ross

Anne McCreadie
Gary Wells

Dell McClurg from 7:50pm
Lorna MacLeod

Isobel Williamson

Frances Welsh

Ivor Bisset

Liz Murray – Community Warden

Peter Corbett - Councillor
Bette McArdle

Duncan MacLaughlan – Northern Constabulary

Lesley Campbell – Northern Constabulary

Attending:
James Ross
Member of the public

1.
Minutes of Previous Meeting
The time of any late arrivals will be noted in the rollcall section of the minutes.

Minutes approved.

2.
Report from Northern Constabulary
The new Community Beat Officers attended to introduce themselves to the community.  Points highlighted:

· They will be a visible presence in the area

· The public need to be able to communicate with the Police.
· They will be attending Community Council meetings

· It was suggested that they visit the Youth Club sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays in the Community Centre
· Hopefully the same officers will be retained in the area for longer than 6 months

· Children on the roof of the Corbett Centre  – the Police have got the names of 3 culprits who will be taken in and spoken to.  Possibility of locating CCTV on the flats adjacent to the Corbett Centre.

3.
Correspondence
The secretary e-mailed John Taylor, TEC Services regarding the problems of shore erosion and water on Kessock Road.  The shore erosion has been repaired, no action to be taken on the water problem.  Secretary to send further e-mail to TEC Services along with photos of the problem(supplied by Gary Wells).

Thank you card received from Merkinch Tots.

4.          Treasurer’s Financial Report   
Report circulated.  
Update on Urban Aid funding - Merkinch school will receive 3 picnic tables and suitable surfacing (possibly rubberised).

The school is looking for a volunteer to help the pupils with general garden maintenance.
5.  
Community Councillor local issues
A McCreadie – congratulations to P Corbett on his re-election as local councillor.

Secretary – contacted by a local resident regarding rubbish being tampered with at the “Y” block of flats on Dunabban Road.  Electrical items have been thrown over the perimeter wall and bins dragged on to the road, causing concern to local residents.  A caretaker is in place who should be noting any problems.  Secretary to write to Housing to highlight problem.

J Fraser – residents are putting inappropriate waste in their garden bins which Highland Council refuse to empty.  Rubbish is then dumped on the shore

6.         Report from Highland Councillors
P Corbett 
· Thanks for all the support during the election campaign

· Delighted to be voted back in, but sorry that Ivor did not get in as both would have worked well together 

· Not certain how the new ward will work, will have a clearer idea in August

· Jimmy Flint is the new Ward Manager, in post in June

· Janet Campbell and Bet McAllister should be added to the Community Council mailing list for agendas and minutes – Peter will forward contact details to secretary.

· All the councillors will have to work out what is best for the whole area

· There will be a coalition in the new Council between the Independents and SNP – there will not be a whip, therefore no pressure to follow SNP policy.

· Attended various meetings

· New school nursery opening on 18th May

Peter invited Ivor to say a few words – Ivor found the campaign process a great experience and was sorry not to be representing his local community in the new Council.

7.
Reports from local groups
Project Officer
See attached 

Community Warden
2 members from Merkinch Youth Matters have been invited to attend the opening of the 3rd session of the Scottish Parliament.

Merkinch Youth Matters to work closely with the REAL project in the High School.

Abba Night will take place on 28th September

Plans to put on a BBQ and quiz night

Patrol with dog warden on Madras Street – dog fouling problem.

The bin at the Point is now being emptied every day

Will do walk about with Police in the near future

Plan to set up “Soccer 7’s” for Primary age children

SKEC

New visitor centre at South Kessock – should receive Bill of Quantities by mid June.

Board will be meeting with David Smith, volunteer consultant, to look at future plans/way forward.

SKRA
Gardening competition cancelled (suggestion – “best garden” competition in News and Views)

Planning for Fun Day.

ACTRA
CCTV now installed in Friars Bridge underpass, not fully operational, location of camera to be reviewed, successfully acting as a deterrent.

New graffiti in the underpass

Community Centre
Centre is very busy, extra janitorial cover required

The Indians concert was very successful, majority of the audience were local people.  Performers confirmed that sound system is of a very high professional quality.

More volunteers needed, especially young people.

Official opening of new theatre space on 26th June, incorporating free entertainment event (performances, participation activities).

Cards have been made designed on the wall hanging in the foyer and are on sale in the Centre - £1 each

H Geddes – drain on Shoe Lane is still a problem, P Corbett to contact Environmental Health.

8.         A.O.B
D McClurg – trying to get information on the proposed new sewerage pipe through South Kessock.  Secretary to follow up – letter to be sent to Morrisons builders.

9.
Date and Time of next meeting 
The AGM will be held on Thursday 14th June at 7:00pm in Merkinch Community Centre.
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 14th June at 7:30pm in Merkinch Community Centre.
