MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 17TH JANUARY 2008 AT 7:30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present:
Ali Locke, Brian Cain, Helen Geddes, Jimmy Fraser, Margaret Cole, Garry Wells, Dell McClurg, Sandra Bowie, Eosaph MacKenzie, Anne McCreadie, Colin Murchie.


In Attendance:Bet McAllister, Ian Buchanan, Vince Tough, Claire Richardson, Bette McArdle, Ivor Bisset, James Ross, Andy Dixon, Yvonne Stewart. 

Apologies:       Anne Sutherland, Lezlye Sutherland, Frances Welsh, Ali MacLean, Peter Corbett, Jimmy Flint, Janet Campbell.
Welcome and Apologies
1.
Previous Minutes/Matters Arising

The minutes were approved with one amendment:

“Ali Locke was able to provide a brief description of the problems that occurred with Mr Kerr and two Community Councillors at that time”, this was amended to “Ali Locke was able to provide a brief description of the problems that occurred with Mr Kerr and two Highland Councillors at that time”.

It was agreed to co-opt Ivor Bisset on to the Community Council as an Associate Member, under Section 3.2, Para B of the constitution.

Yvonne Stewart was co-opted as a full member of the Community Council.

The issue of Cllr Donnie Kerr attending Community Council meetings was discussed. Following a vote it was agreed that he would not attend future meetings - 8 members voted against his attending, 2 voted for and 2 abstained.

2.
Report from Northern Constabulary

The report showed that crime figures were down for the Merkinch area.

The Community Beat Officers can be contacted at the Housing Office in Craigton Avenue.

3.
Correspondence

Following a request from Merkinch Enterprise, it was agreed to contribute £500 towards News and Views.
4.
Treasurer’s Financial Report

Copies circulated.

A discussion took place about future funding for the Janny’s Hoose.

5.
Community Councillors local issues

· The road traffic bollard in Thornbush Road is becoming a hazard.

· There is a problem with the recycling containers at Harbour Court

· Thornbush Road 20mph speed limit at school time- this area is not near the school
· Future plans for the Welfare Hall – Community Council should be kept informed of developments
· Improvements to Grant Street e.g new bus shelter – can this funding be used to improve drains in the area?  Any further communication with Scottish Water?

· Dolphin Centre – can Community Regeneration Funding be used to carry out improvements?  Further discussion required.
· The Community Warden is working on a project to install benches and sculptures along the Kessock Road area – possibility of doing joint funding applications with the Dolphin Centre?  It was agreed to form a sub-group to look at future options for the dolphin project – I Bisset, D McClurg, M Cole, G Wells and B Cain.

6.
Ward members Question Time

No issues were raised.

7.
Reports
· Tenants groups – ACTRA will hold its next meeting on 5 th Feb
· Leisure and recreation – the Community Centre is going well.  It was suggested that a Summer Fete should be held involving all community groups.  The Arts In Merkinch Festival will be held in July
8.
AOB

None

9.
Date and Time of next meeting
Thursday 21st February in Merkinch Community Centre.
