MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 14TH JUNE 2007 AT 7:30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present:
Ali MacLean - Chair

Ali Locke – Vice Chair

Anne Sutherland – Secretary and Merkinch Partnership Officer
Brian Cain – Treasurer

Helen Geddes

Jimmy Sutherland

Jimmy Fraser

Margaret Ross

Anne McCreadie
Gary Wells

Dell McClurg 
Peter Corbett - Councillor
Bette McArdle
Jimmy Flint – Ward Manager


Duncan MacLaughlan – Northern Constabulary

Lesley Campbell – Northern Constabulary

Apologies:
Ivor Bisset


Isobel Williamson


Lorna MacLeod


Liz Murray


Frances Welsh
Attending:
James Ross
Introductions
Jimmy Flint was introduced as the Ward Manager for wards 15 & 17:

· The Ward Manager will be working with the Chief Executive and local councillors to ensure effective delivery of services to the community and to allow local people to have a say in how things are run.

· Ward Forums will replace Area Committees and will be attended by councillors, Community Councils, general public, Police.  The Forums will be a vehicle for discussion of local issues/problems, but will not have decision making powers.
· Each of the 4 local members will be allocated to specific services/responsibilities (e.g TEC Services, Planning, Housing) and will have regular business meetings with the Ward Manager.

· The Ward Manager will have a Ward budget – applications will be forwarded to Ward Manager, to be approved by members.

1.
Minutes of Previous Meeting/matters arising
Approved – no matters arising

2.
Report from Northern Constabulary
· The CCTV at the Friars Bridge underpass will be re-located, camera operators were not initially consulted on the location.
· Figures for crime rates in the area will be available for future meetings.  It has generally been quiet in the Merkinch area.
· There are concerns over the danger posed to dogs and children by an open pipe at Clachnaharry.  Highland Council has an obligation to repair the pipe and then locate the owne - Jimmy to follow up.
3.
Correspondence
There are problems with water ponding on Carse Road and Kessock Road, due to a lack of gullies – Jimmy to follow up.

4.          Treasurer’s Financial Report   
Report circulated.  
Merkinch School will receive 2 picnic tables, instead of 3 as originally planned.  Contractor will charge £800 to slab and prepare the area, secure the tables and seed the grass verge - P Corbett to donate £100 towards costs.  Merkinch School will be responsible for maintenance of the equipment.
5. Community Councillor local issues
· Problems with the bin at Kessock Point – it is not big enough and is not emptied regularly ( bin should be emptied daily), Jimmy to follow up.

· Landscaping at Kessock Court will be done at the end of the building work

· Drain at corner of Simpsons Lane/Grant Street – no action as yet, problem is on-going.
· Re-cycling bins are not issued to every resident, they need to be requested.  Issue of brown (garden waste) bins not being emptied when left out.  Plastic re-cycling is not available.
· It was noted that bins can be uplifted from the door of a property, if the resident is unfit.

· Various problems with drains requiring repairs– Jimmy to follow up.

6.         Report from Highland Councillors
P Corbett 
· Attended various meetings

· Members have been appointed to various committees, all 4 members are on Housing Committee.  D Kerr has been appointed to Planning Committee.
· Aldi application is coming up again, with revised plans.
· The plans for Care Home Privatisation have been scrapped – Highland Council to undertake renovation work.
· Discussions re. Welfare Hall – the Trust is looking at Sammy Lee’s plans for the adjoining property.  The Welfare Hall will be a community facility, which will have to be financed(e.g business lets, flats).
7.
Reports from local groups
Partnership Officer
See attached 

SKEC

The proposed Waterfront Visitor Centre will not be built, for various reasons.  People from the community are disappointed, as the building would have been an investment in the whole community.
The plans for a Merkinch Local nature Reserve are on-going.

Smithton Primary School will visit the Project on 20th June, Highland Council Ranger to attend.

An event to celebrate the anniversary of the last ferry sailing will take place on 19th July – Dell is looking for old photos for the event and the new display in the Project.

SKRA
The Fun Day will take place on 6th July – attended by Fire Brigade, Red Cross, SSPCA, Munlochy Animal Centre, Ness Soaps, Coastguard, Police information vehicle.
Community Centre
There will be no gala day this year, the Centre is involved in the SKRA Fun Day.

The pillars in the foyer have been boxed in. 
8.         A.O.B
The grass in the garden of 14 Cameron Square is over 3 ft high – Peter to notify Highland Council.
9.
Date and Time of next meeting 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 13th September at 7:30pm in Merkinch Community Centre.
