MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2007 AT 7:30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present:
Ali MacLean - Chair

Ali Locke – Vice Chair

Anne Sutherland – Secretary and Merkinch Partnership Officer
Brian Cain – Treasurer

Helen Geddes

Jimmy Sutherland

Jimmy Fraser

Margaret Cole(formerly Ross)
Gary Wells

Dell McClurg
Frances Welsh

Ivor Bisset 
Peter Corbett – Ward member
Bet McAllister – Ward member

Janet Campbell – Ward member

Donnie Kerr – Ward member

Bette McArdle
Jimmy Flint – Ward Manager

Apologies:
Isobel Williamson

Attending:
James Ross, Andy Dixon
Welcome and Apologies
Presentation by Scottish Water

Joanna Peebles attended to give a presentation on the forthcoming sewage works at South Kessock:

· She confirmed that the vast majority of the work would be done in North Kessock

· A discussion took place regarding the capacity of the pumping station at South Kessock, which has been upgraded

· The issue of the drains in Merkinch was discussed

· The Secretary will forward information on the drains issue to Scottish Water, a representative from their Operations Dept will attend the next meeting.  A Sutherland will also contact Highland Council regarding the problems with drains in the area.

During the discussions and while Ms Peebles was trying to do her presentation, Jimmy Fraser had to be rebuked several times by the Vice-Chair for his loud, ill-mannered and abusive language and gestures towards Ms Peebles.  The Secretary briefly left the meeting to apologise to Ms Peebles for Mr Fraser’s behaviour and it was agreed that an apology would be forwarded to her.

Previous minutes/Matters arising
The minutes were approved, no matters arising.

Ward members attendance at Community Council meetings
The issue of Ward member Donnie Kerr’s attendance at meetings was raised. A ban on him attending meetings was still in place, dating back to 2003 and centring on his refusal to apologise for remarks he had made to then Local Councillors P Corbett and C Cumming.  

A Locke made it clear that if Councillor Kerr apologised he could stay and Ivor Bisset asked why it was so difficult for him to apologise. 

At this point D McClurg and the Secretary left the meeting.

A short row ensued, Councillor Kerr was asked to leave the meeting and agreed to do so “under protest”.

A vote was taken to uphold Standing Orders 5 and to continue to ban Cllr Kerr from attending future meetings – the vote was unanimous, with 1 abstention.

The Secretary to forward copies of the relevant correspondence to the Ward Manager.

Report from Northern Constabulary 
None

Correspondence
Community Council elections to be held in November 2007.  It was agreed to appoint Colin Downie, Merkinch Enterprise as Returning Officer.  The Secretary circulated copies of election information to all community councillors.
J Flint gave a short talk on the new Ward Forums – they would offer a better service to the Ward and are open to the public.  Community Councils are part of the forum and meetings are open to all Community Councillors.  The first Central Ward Forum will take place on Monday 17th September at 7.30pm in the Town House.

Merkinch Partnership Celebration Day will take place on Friday 5th October at 10am in Merkinch Community Centre – B Cain, H Geddes and F Welsh to attend.

The first performance of the Merkinch Theatre Group will take place on Saturday 15th Sept. in the Community Centre.

Financial Report
B Cain circulated copies of his report.

The picnic tables and benches have been installed in Merkinch School.

The Highland Council grant has been received.

Community Council – local issues 
· Tree overgrown at Upper Kessock St. play area

· Issue of drains – Highland Council TECS to attend next meeting

· External cladding on flats in Kessock Road – can any improvements be done?

· Lack of policing in the area.  P Corbett confirmed that David O’Connor, Area Commander agrees that the area has been let down on the issue of  Community Beat Officers and that the situation is being reviewed.  The Secretary will write to D O’Connor and W Gilfillan, Highland Council, regarding the lack of Beat Officers.

Ward members Question Time

This item on the agenda allows the Community Council to question the Ward members on local concerns.  Issues raised:

· Welfare Hall and Sammy Lee’s property – some progress has been made on the proposal for a joint building project

· Tawse’s Yard – no further action as yet

· The new ward members have done a walk-about in the area

· Planning permission has been refused for the new Aldi Store on Telford Street

Reports

Environmental
A Locke, SKEC gave details on developments/projects:

· Merkinch Local Nature Reserve

· Coronation Road

· Corbett Centre community garden

· Ferry Ticket Office 

· Benula Road flats play area

· New directors

· Possible name change for the group

D McClurg gave an update on the Ferry Ticket Office Project.  A meeting has been held with a surveyor from Tullochs to look at potential improvements to the building.  Dell suggested the possibility of the Community Council taking this forward.

Tenants Groups
SKRA will no longer be operating the Tool Club, it will be used instead as a community resource.

There has been opposition to the building of Kessock Court North.

Kessock Court South is now called Mill Court

ACTRA – AGM will take place on Tuesday 25th September at 7pm in St. Michaels.

A.O.B
· No Community Warden or Community Learning Officer in the area

· A Sutherland will do a Merkinch Partnership report at the next meeting

· The community website is being revamped

Next meeting
Thursday 18th October at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre.

