MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 4th September 2008 AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Present: S Bowie, H Geddes, B Cain, G Wells, F Welsh, J Ross, 

In Attendance: Y Stewart, I Cole, J Ross, P Corbett, P.C. C. Sinclair, B McArdle, K. Parkins, Y. Stewart, D. McClurg, A. Sutherland
Apologies: J Fraser, A Maclean, P. Adams, A. MacCreadie .

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Minutes were approved.

Dell would like it to be known the she did not ask about the royal mail but introduced Mary to committee to talk about her problems with royal mail for us to sort out. The royal mail have sent an apology. 
2. Report from Northern Constabulary.

The report was handed out to all and Connie went through it. She said crime was up but felt it was the way it is reported now as they have a different system. Domestic violence is up but she feels that it is probably just that more people are coming forward to report it.
3. Correspondence.

none
4. Treasurers Report.

Report handed out to committee balance to date £2590.56
5. Community Councillors local issues.

A few members would like to make complaints about the bus service. The timetables are not running on time. Bus drivers don’t know their bus routes and asking cusmtomers where to go. Driving to fast, which has caused a babies pram to fall over luckily child was fine. They would like council to write to bus company to sort it out.
Also in the community centre they feel there is not enough lighting in car park and side parking space. The locals don’t use space as it is so badly lit that they fear for themselves and cars. They would like council to look into getting more light.

6. Ward members

There will be four new beat officers starting and one will be allocated to Merkinch. The community council voiced their concern about certain crimes in the area. But would like to say that they think their community officers are doing a good job and the police in general. 

Janny’s hoose lost their bid for some lottery money. They are still in need of funding.

7. Reports

Merkinch Partnership.

Report handed out to all. 

Community conversations: Anne has been working with Graham Ross and forming the new Merkinch community plan and they have been out and about talking to residents about how they feel about their community. A public meeting will be taking place on the 17th Sept where people can come along and find out the results of these conversations. 
New bins have been installed in 
Grant Street and power washing has been done.

The partnership and laundry have been painted.

The Escape group has successfully completed their Alpine Challenge in July. Well done to them all.

The Partnership is continuing to work with the Janny’s Hoose on the Merkinch Healthy Network.

Ferry ticket office.

Brian stated that he does not deal with number 2 account.

He has proposed that any monies could be put into community councils account since they were taking over the ticket office.

Sub group for ticket office to be dissolved and have a building co-coordinator. Brian is happy to take over this job. All approved Brian doing this. Dell will still be running her teas on Sunday. Nature reserve and Green gym are to use the building to.  It was put forward that we should advertise in the News and views for more groups to use the facilities.
Environmental

Merkinch Greenspace report handed out.

Greenspace has secured £200 from ward budget part of which is to clear Friars shot as we did last year but this time re visit it every quarter in this way we will be able to keep it manageable.

They have paid for baskets to be put up in Glendoe Terrace and hard landscaping of the shrub bed at 

Brown Street.

Inverness @ Culloden rotary club are now part of the management team and are looking to fund a carved bench in the reserve as well as doing a bulb planting exercise in the Merkinch area.

Dell suggested that maybe we should involved the youth of the area to help with design of the benches. Maybe from MP33 and High School. 

Tenants Groups.

Fun day was quieter than expected but was still a success and all had fun.

Ward Manager

We are getting two deputy provests.

Merkinch community council are taking over the running of the ticket office.

A.O.B

Dell wants Carnac Point to be put on next agenda.

Margaret said there was too much rubbish in the lane through to Coronation Street.

Date and time of next meeting to be the 2nd October at 7.30pm at Merkinch Community Centre.

