MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 29TH MAY 2008 AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE.

Present: G. Wells, S. Bowie, J. Fraser, B. Cairn, I. Cole, J. Ross, C. Murchie, Y. Stewart, D. McClurg, H. Geddes, A. Locke.

In Attendance: B. McArdle, A. Sutherland, P.C. C. Sinclair, J. Campbell.

Apologies: C. Richardson, A. McCreadie, B. McAllister, P. Corbett, I. Bisset.

Welcome and Apologies.

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Minutes were approved, with the following revisions:
· It needs to be noted that Go kart area has not been approved yet. It is sure that planning permission will be applied for soon. 

· Bette had done a report on Arts in Merkinch and the Summer Festival which was not included in the minutes.

Eosaph Mackenzie has not written or phoned an apology for not attending community council meetings so he will be sent a letter to say he is no longer a community council member.

Helen Geddes proposes that Pam Adam joins the community council. Everyone on council agreed. 

2. Report from Northern Constabulary. 

Copies circulated by P.C. Connie Sinclair.

Crime is up slightly, but this is happening all over the city. It is probably due to the nights being lighter.

3. Correspondence.

Ward Forum for Youth Forum is on at the Town House on Monday 2nd June 2008 at 4.00pm.

Also Council Forum in the Town House on Tuesday 3rd June 2008 at 7.00pm.

A letter from P.C. Geddes was sent to council asking for our support. 9 votes to 1 voted to send a letter of support. Jimmy Fraser wants it noted that he is against writing a letter.

4. Treasurers report.

Reported circulated. Closing balance £979.88

5. Community Councillors local issues.

All gullies in Grant street and surrounding streets were cleaned, lots of needles were found.

They had a bit of a problem at Gilbert Street and Shoe lane as they had to get someone to unlock bollards they were asking if someone in Scottish water could have one key to open them instead of waiting for someone to come out.

External cladding of flats at Kessock Road needs up dating.

A Film club for the children in the summer was suggested but Yvonne said that it had been done before and not many turned up. If we could find more volunteers, get a licence and maybe have more than just films maybe it could work, we will look into it.

6. Ward members Question Time.

Janet Campbell was in attendance. Report on development on Glendoe Terrace flats. They are structurally  new windows are going in hopefully in the next few months. Also involved is the Tenants Information Service, who will do a survey on what the tenants want done to flats and how the council can improve their service towards them. 

Dog fouling: Ian Wallace has been very receptive with his correspondences with us, he said there had been some short falls in the dealing of dog fouling but it has improved. 3 extra litters pickers employed and a new machine to clean up any dog fouling has been purchased which is much better at cleaning it up.

7. Reports.

Environmental:

Gary Wells is now a member of the Greenspace group. 

Dog bins are being well used.

The Steering group has done its work and has now become Merkinch Local Nature Reserve management group with the addition of BTCV.

The next major job will be the upgrade of the two main paths with the inclusion of motorcycle deterent /calming measures, theses have to be balanced with the need of disabled access. 

Grand opening of reserve takes place on Saturday 7th June at 1pm, opened by John Farquar Munro MP.

Leisure and Recreation:

Singing for pleasure went down to London for a competition and came in 5th, well done to them all would like to send a card to them. 

A photo competition of people of Merkinch is being held over the summer holidays anyone can enter.

Ann would like some of the groups to help her with the Christmas gala and form a sub group.

Sandra, Gary , Brian and Ali have asked to be on the group.

Tenants Group:

Yvonne has made arrangements for the 4th of July event with RSPCA and Animal Aid among the groups attending.

Pam and Graham are joining the tenants group.

Dell has done costing for the door of the dolphin centre at moment quotes are to high so she is still looking about. 

Ward Manager.

None available.

Merkinch Partnership:

The partnership has been successful in its application to the Lottery Awards. They have been awarded £10,000 for sports projects.

Work has started on the grant Street precinct the project is overseen by streetscape.

Ness soaps are doing very well lots of sales.

Merkinch development ventures are continuing to develop the Bike project.

        6. A.O.B

None.

8. Date of next meeting.

19th June at Merkinch Community Centre at 7.30pm.
