MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 8TH OCTOBRER 2009 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
A Locke, J Fraser, J Ross, I Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, C Murchie, I Bisset, A Sutherland
In Attendance:  
Cllr P Corbett, Cllr J Campbell, PC Blackburn, PC Murray, C Richardson, B McArdle, D Beaton, J Beaton, J Flint, J Fraser, C Mackay, P Adam, G Adam
Apologies: 
B McAllister, G Wells
Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved and seconded.

2. Reports

Northern Constabulary -   Copies of the report were circulated. The issue of underage drinking in the Friars Bridge underpass was highlighted.
Ward Manager -   
Audit Scotland were impressed with the projects they had visited in the Merkinch area.

2 ward Forums had taken place – on flooding and “TECS in the City”
Merkinch Partnership - Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting.
3. Ticket Office.

The flooring has been laid, the Users Group met on 12th October, the main focus of the building will be as a Visitor Centre for the LNR, volunteers will be needed to man the facility.

There was some discussion on the proposal to re-instate ferries between North and South Kessock when the Kessock Bridge is closed for reapirs in 2011.

4. Correspondence

The Community Council has not received the maps detailing the proposed new boundaries, J Flint to follow up.

5.   Financial Report
Copies of the report were circulated.

Most expenditure incurred has been for the ticket office.

6. Community Councillors local issues

D McClurg raised the issue of the remit and activities of the Community Council and voiced concerns that the Council was not getting involved in local issues such as the closure of the Jannys Hoose and the concierge service in the Coronation Road flats.

7. Ward member’s question time

The café in Grant Street has submitted an application for a drinks licence, which was turned down.

The drains on Thornbush Road have been cleared.

An outline planning application has been submitted for a flatted development on the Gaelforce site, the Community Council has not received a copy of the application, J Flint to follow up.

The Merkinch Fire Reduction Group has reduced fires by 62% since being set up last year.

4 Residents Groups were represented at tonight’s meeting.

The application from the Bethany Trust to the Common Good Fund was discussed.

P Corbett gave some feedback on his meeting with Stagecoach – new buses have been ordered, a new Operational Manager is in place, Stagecoach to attend next meeting.

8. Reports.

Environmental
Audit Scotland visited the LNR on 29th September.

4 additional benches and 2 perching posts have been installed.

Dog fouling is becoming a problem again.

Dog fouling at Carnarc Point is also an issue, there are no dog poo bags available at the Craigton Avenue Housing Office.

Leisure & Recreation

No report.

South Kessock Residents Association

Next meeting – 29th October.
Capelinch Residents Association
Next meeting – 19th November.  The group is planning a trip to the Eden Court panto.

Glendoe Terrace Residents Association

The group is planning a trip to the Eden Court panto.  The Chairperson attended the Highland Tenant Conference and is involved in the Highland Tenants Voice, doing website training.
ACTRA

A meeting will be held in November.
A new Residents Group has been set up in the Benula Road flats.
A.O.B.

There are currently 4 places available on the Community Council, anyone interested in joining would normally attend 2 meetings before being co-opted.

I Bisset was asked to consider becoming Treasurer, but declined.  Merkinch Enterprise to continue doing the accounts, Treasurer to be elected at the next meeting.

Community Warden report - to be added to the agenda, copies of the report were circulated.
Bulky items – the Estate Ops are no longer doing uplifts, Community Warden is reporting any bulky items which are not being uplifted.

J Flint informed the meeting that there were new Xmas decorations in the Victorian Market. 

There are issues with the Waste Transfer shed at the Harbour, SEPA will be monitoring the building.
The grassy area around the South Kessock pump station should be maintained by Scottish Water – P Corbett to follow up.

Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 12th November at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre 

