MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 2nd October 2008 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G. Wells, B Cain, H. Geddes, P. Adam, A. McCreadie,
D McClurg, J Fraser, J Ross, M. Cole, Y. Stewart.
In Attendance:  
PC. C. Sinclair, PC. N. Burns, J. Flint, G Adam, J Ivers,  


Cllr P. Corbett, Cllr B. McAllister, Cllr J Campbell.

Apologies:  
I.Bisset, A. Locke, A. Sutherland, F Welsh

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

It was agreed that the minutes from the last meeting be disregarded.

2. Report from Northern Constabulary

Connie circulated her report. Also with her was PC N. Burns. Vandalisms are up again this month, the Corbett Centre is again being targeted, and 7 reports alone were to these premises.

Children and Youths – 20 calls were received this month mainly regarding the activities of youths in the areas of Grant Street, Anderson Street and Brown street where they are tending to congregate. The police are aware of the problem and youths will be dealt with appropriately.

Merkinch at last has a second Community Beat Officer, PC Eddie Mackenzie. We will hopefully meet Eddie at the next meeting.

Connie raised the issue of BB guns, which seem to be the toy of the moment with kids. She has visited the primary school and spoken to the children regarding the dangers of these toys and the consequences of them “mucking about” with them. Northern Constabulary does have armed officers who respond to these calls. The number of children who freely admitted to having them shocked the both Head Teacher and Connie and as a result a note has been sent home to all parents advising them of the dangers and possible repercussions. 

As these guns are on sale in the Merkinch area, Cllr Corbett proposed that a letter be sent from the Community Council, raising our concerns regarding the sale of BB Guns to the business concerned and all members agreed.

3. Correspondence. 

Following a request from Merkinch Enterprise, it was agreed to contribute £500 towards News and Views.

There was also a request for a contribution to the Floral Displays in Grant Street, it was agreed to donate £240.

An invite to a presentation organised by Digitaluk regarding the switchover. This will take place on Monday 6th October 10am-11.30am at the Royal Highland Hotel.

We received a letter from The Highland Council to nominate a service, team or individual who has provided the community with a high quality service for their Quality Awards 2008.

4. Treasurer’s report

Report handed out, balance now £3106.75.

5. Community Councillors local issues

The Traffic Bollards in Thornbush Road near the railway bridge are at times causing tailbacks. The bus stop and residents cars parked opposite the bollards are narrowing the road to single a lane.

Further along Thornbush Road some of the bollards have heads missing. This is potentially dangerous at night, as they are not lit.

The Bollards in Gilbert Street are also causing problems. The Drain Cleaners cannot gain adequate access to the Gilbert Street/Shoe Lane junction drains in order to clean then properly.

Rubbish is being dumped in Shoe Lane.

6. Ward member’s question time

Lochalsh Road Residents have discussed the problems regarding drunks outside the upper Kessock Street Flats. The Police and Highland Council are working together to deal with undesirables.

Clach have had problems with “supporters” at some games both home and away with youths drinking and fighting.

A meeting between Councillors and Stagecoach has been arranged to discuss the issues raised at last months meeting.

Highland Council is looking to replace the existing lights in the Thornbush Road car park with larger ones. They are also looking at the possibility of Christmas lights to go up at the front of the Community Centre.

The new Albyn flats are to be officially opened on Friday 10th October. Danny Alexander and Craig Brewster have been invited to the event. 

7. Reports.

South Kessock Environmental Project

Dell reported that all the displays and memorabilia had now been cleared. 

Merkinch Primary School had asked about a visit and is going to organise one for 2009. Dell will do a talk with the children after the holidays and this will take place in the classroom.

Gary informed the members that an assessor will be arriving next week to carry out a structural survey of the ferry ticket office building and would require access to the outside cupboard. It has been advised that work would need to be carried out on the roof first. 

Leisure and Recreation

Anne informed the members that a Country singer is on at Eden Court on the same night as the Community Centre. 

Ticket sales seem to be purchased last minute.

South Kessock Residents Association

Yvonne Stewart notified the members that they are not having a full meeting till next Thursday.

Ward Manager

TEC services have decided that Bulky uplifts will only be for household furniture. They will no longer collect black bags.

Debbie MacGuire – Community Wards Manager, is happy to come along to a meeting to explain her role.

It was noted that some elderly residents are struggling with the recycling boxes. Residents can telephone the council to organise for a council worker to collect the recycle box from their front door.

Merkinch Partnership

Merkinch Community Conversations have taken place and a meeting with all the relevant agencies will take place in October. The agency representatives will be asked to address the issues raised by the community and agree an action plan. The final community plan will be circulated to every household in Merkinch.

The new Merkinch Sports Co-ordinator, David Paulin, took up his post on 22nd September. David has been involved in sports and coaching for many years and will be a great asset to the area. He will initially be based in Merkinch Enterprise, and will be responsible for setting up sports activities in the area, recruiting volunteers and accessing funding.

The new Active Schools Co-ordinator for the area, Lucy Huggit, will be based in mp33.

The children had a good time at the Sports Day on 29th September.

The Partnership Sports Budget has provided £1000 worth of equipment to the Merkinch Karate Club and has funded the purchase a storage container for Merkinch School.

Following complaints from local residents, the Highland Council has agreed to put the Anderson Street area into its maintenance programme. Some of the planting beds will be hard landscaped.

The Partnership will be looking at other potential streetscape projects-contact Anne Sutherland with any suggestions.

Another 1 days CAB outreach for the Merkinch area has been approved. Flyers publicising this additional service will be circulated in the local community. 

A nomination for Merkinch Partnership has been submitted to the Scottish Urban Regeneration Forum Awards for best practice in urban regeneration. 

A Nomination for Arts in Merkinch will be submitted to the British Urban Regeneration Association.

A.O.B

The members were notified that Highland Buildings Preservation Trust is going to be meeting with contractors regarding the Welfare Hall.

Dell raised concerns with regards to any future development at Carnarc Point.  It was proposed that she write a draft letter to the Harbour Trust, to be approved by the members.

Ali MacLean has decided to resign from the Community Council. Brian proposed Graham Adam to join the Council and this was seconded by Jimmy Fraser.

Date and Time of next meeting

13th November at 7.30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

