MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 19TH JUNE 2008 AT 7.30PM IN MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: S. Bowie , G. Wells, B Cain, A. Locke, P. Corbett, B. McAllister, H. Geddes, Y. Stewart, P. Adam, A, McCreadie, M. Cole, J. Ross. D. McClurg

In Attendance: P.C. C. Sinclair, R. MacDonald Police cadet, C.I. Innes, A. Sutherland, J. Flint, B. McArdle.

Apologies: F. Welsh, I.Bisset

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Minutes were approved. 

Bollards in Gilbert Street need to be made collapsible.

Singing for Pleasure got down to the last 25 in the Last Choir Standing auditions.

2. Report from Northern Constabulary

Connie circulated her report. Also with her were Police Cadet Ross MacDonald and Chief Inspector Julian Innes. They have concerns about weapons, in particular knives.

C.I Innes is area commander of Inverness City and surrounding areas. He said that they would look at incidents and see how they could improve how they deal with them.

He would like to introduce more beat officers but this will take up to two yrs to recruit more police for the job.

Underage drinking scheme is going well, they are hitting the shops that sell alcohol to minors and to stop people buying alcohol for the minors too.

3. Correspondence. 

Letters from MOD to inform us of fly over exercises between the 23rd June and 3rd July 2008.

Council planning office has sent plans of new flats.
Morven Macleod has now become the new community council liaison officer. 

Claire Richardson has resigned as community warden.

4. Treasurer’s report

Report handed out, balance now £849.29.

5. Community Councillors local issues

Dell would like our help to write a letter to the Royal Mail in Inverness regarding parcels being left on doorsteps.
6. Ward members question time

The Ward Forum on the 2nd June was not very well run and members felt they didn’t learn enough from it.

Jamaica Place was suggested as a name for the new flats in Jamaica Street.
Lochalsh Road and Upper Kessock may join Abbey Cameron Tenants and Residents Association.
There are problems with people drinking in public at Ladbrokes, Lochalsh Road.
The Lochiel bar has closed.
Funding has been awarded from Moray Firth Radio for a community barbecue.
Janny’s Hoose is for Lottery funding.
Corbett centre has not been as busy this year as last.

7. Reports.

Environmental
The Local Nature Reserve open day was a great success, with lots of positive feedback from the public. City Vision funding has been awarded for improvements to the paths and to install a ramp on the boardwalk. Merkinch Greenspace propose to hold an annual open day event.

South Kessock Environmental Project
Dell circulated a report about the Ticket Office.  It is recommended that £7,500 from the unspent Cities Growth Funding is allocated to upgrading  the Visitors Centre on the old Kessock Pier.  In order to access the funding the following conditions must be met:

· A lease to be drawn up with Highland Council

· 3 estimates from building contractors

· A programme of events/opening hours to show wide community involvement.

· The Community Council agreed to take the project forward. 
Leisure and Recreation
June Jamboree will take place on 25th June.

South Kessock Residents Association

The annual Fun Day will take place on 4th July.
Ward Manager
Clach football ground is now under the ownership of the local council. The pitch will be rented out.
Merkinch Partnership
The Partnership approved Fairer Scotland funding of £5,700 for the Sports Plan. Work is continuing on the Grant Street shopping precinct. Merkinch Partnership has been tasked with producing a new Community Plan for Merkinch, this will be done in the form of a “Community Conversation”. An all day open session will be held on the 24th June at the Community Centre, where local people can come along and tell us what they think about their community - what has been achieved, what needs improving and what’s missing.

A.O.B
None

Date and Time of next meeting
4th September at 7.30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

