MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 16th April 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G Wells, B Cain, J Ivers, A Locke, H Geddes, P Adam,


J Fraser, J Ross, M Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, I Bisset.
In Attendance:  
B McArdle, C Richardson, P C. E Mackenzie (19:45), Cllr B McAllister (from 20:15), Cllr P Corbett (from 20:15), Cllr J Campbell (from 20:15).

Apologies: 
G Adam, J Flint, F Welsh.

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

No matters arising. March minutes were approved on the proposal of A Locke, seconded by P Adam.  

2. Reports

Northern Constabulary

Eddie circulated the report and informed members that both he and Connie were being redeployed. There will be 2 new Beat Officers. 

Several warrants were executed in March within the area under the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, with positive results. The occupier of 1 property was reported to the fiscal and had their indoor garden removed.

The issue of Kids causing annoyance in and around Grant Street is still of great concern and extra patrols have been arranged for the times this problem is most prevalent.

3. Ticket Office.

Work is progressing well, the new windows and doors are fitted, the plaster has been stripped, walls strapped and insulation fitted, the electrics have been repaired and work has started on the roof. The external storage cupboard door needs to be replaced and Dell is to liase with the contractor to empty the area.

4. Correspondence

We received a letter from The Scottish Green Party who are hosting a meeting on 5th May at the Spectrum Centre for Community Council Members to discuss The Highland Councils A96 Corridor framework proposals.

A letter from the Highland Council regarding the planning system in Scotland arrived including an advice note explaining the procedures and the role of Community Councils in the process.

Alan Jones Associates wrote to us this month offering his project management and fundraising skills with reference to Community Council Projects.

We received a letter from The Bird Food Company who are looking for retail outlets, selling agents and local newsletters to stock/advertise their products. 

5. Treasurer’s report

Brian circulated his report, which has now been split to separate the Ticket Office Project from the account. The £800 matched funding has been transferred onto the Ticket Office sheet along with £7,500 from City Growth Funding and £6,130 from Merkinch Partnership. Expenditure was £45 to have the new keys cut and the balance is £14,385.

The remaining balance for Community Council use is £949.29.  

6. Community Councillors local issues

A meeting was held on 6th April to discuss the extension of Operation Respect from the city centre into the Merkinch area. Area Commander Innes, the Street Pastors co-ordinator, Youth Workers, local Project Officers and the 4 Ward members, attended it. The issues around youth work in Merkinch were discussed and it was agreed that the Street Pastors would have a presence in the area launching on 15th May. The group will meet again on 5th May.

There next Ward Forum is on 27th April at the Town House. Licensing is on the Agenda.

Benula Road residents had a meeting, drug use is a major concern as is the Highland Councils allocation policy, and more care is to be taken in this area. The residents are looking to form a Tenants Group.

A discussion was held regarding the future of the premises where the Post Office is situated.  

7. Ward member’s question time

Helen raised the issue of scam letters, which are still circulating with increasing frequency.

Ivor raised concern over the nuisance of pigeons nesting under the railway bridge on Thornbush Road. Members agreed that a letter be written to Network Rail regarding the matter.

Dell raised the issue of the Billboards on Upper Kessock Street, which at times are a hazard to both pedestrians and motorists with the posters flapping about in the wind.

Ivor raised the issue of the Community Beat Officers being redeployed within the force. It was agreed that a letter be written to Area Commander Innes voicing our concerns over losing both officers. 

8. Reports.

Merkinch Greenspace
Ali informed members that the new disabled ramp has already been vandalised with 3 rails and 18 boards removed, which is very disappointing.  There are 3 new directors of Greenspace. The Interpretive Plan has now been finished and a meeting is planned to look at this along with the Bio Management Plan to decide an action plan. The area along the riverbank has been tidied up again and this will be revisited regularly.

Leisure & Recreation

The new floor is down except the playroom, which will be done at a later date. The floor will have a glaze, which will just need to be buffed regularly and this will be done once the floor settles.

South Kessock Residents Association

Yvonne informed members that they are organising the annual Fun Day for 3rd July at the Community House, Craigton Avenue.

ACTRA

Ivor informed members that at their last meeting Anti Social Behaviour was high on the agenda, in particular graffiti and vandalism. They are requesting that transport re-look at the traffic calming on Lochalsh Road. 

Work will commence 28th April to replace the expansion joints on the Friars Bridge, which will alleviate the banging noise currently heard when traffic passes over the bridge.

A.O.B.

None

Date and Time of next meeting

7th May 2009 at 7:30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

