MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 15th January 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G Wells, A Locke, B Cain, J Ivers, H Geddes, P Adam, D McClurg, G Adam, J Fraser, J Ross, C Murchie, M Cole.
In Attendance:  
PC. C Sinclair, PC. E Mackenzie, B McArdle,


Cllr P Corbett, Cllr B McAllister.

Apologies: 
I Bisset, J Flint, F Welsh, Y Stewart, A Sutherland, Cllr J Campbell.

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

The minutes were approved.

2. Reports.

Northern Constabulary

Connie circulated her reports for November and December. There was a dramatic decrease in the number of assaults reported in Nov. as in there were none, however this increased to 12 in Dec. 4 have been detected and the perpetrators reported to the Fiscal. None were of a serious nature although a couple do seem to be unprovoked.

Thefts were also down in Nov, again none reported, this increased to 9 during Dec. One incident involved a male person calling at an elderly ladies address and asking to use the toilet, he then stole a sum of money from within the house. Fortunately the lady was able to identify him and he has been reported accordingly. There have been no more reports of similar incidents so hopefully this was a one off. 

Vandalisms were down in Nov, with only one report made to the police, however 11 were reported in Dec 4 of which have been detected.

No domestic incidents were reported in Nov and 6 in Dec only one of which remains undetected.

Nov saw another decrease in the number of disturbances being reported with the figure down to 73. 4 of these have been classed as crimes, 3 of which have been reported to the fiscal. There were similar numbers of disturbances in Dec also with 4 being classed as crimes.

There was only 1 housebreaking reported in Nov. A window of a house appeared to have been forced open although nothing has been stolen from within. No housebreakings were reported in Dec.

Children and Youths – 9 calls were received in Nov regarding kids being a general nuisance. Calls are fairly well spread out over the beat area. If the children are seen they are spoken to and advised of the complaint. There were 8 calls in Dec and again these were fairly spread out over the beat area. 

The calls regarding BB guns being used in the area seemed to have stopped with no reports having been received. 

Over the last 2 months there has been nothing of particular note in the area, which on the whole has been relatively quiet.

Merkinch Partnership

Anne met with William Gilfillan and David Haas on 10th Dec to discuss the results of the community consultation carried out in the summer. A further meeting has been arranged for later this month.

David Paulin, sports co-ordinator, has set up the Merkinch Mountain Biking Club and Merkinch Athletics Club. The Merkinch Partnership Athletics Scholarship scheme is up and running and the Merkinch Jaguars team is taking part in the 6 a side football league.
Both Anne and the Arts Worker are regularly updating the Community Website.

Green Gym sessions in the Local Nature Reserve are going well, a lot of clearance work has been done and there are some volunteers attending from the local community.

Ann attended a meeting of Merkinch School Parent Council on 18th Nov to look at ideas for future fundraising. There are now 8 members and office bearers have been appointed.

Merkinch Healthy Network held a meeting on 5th Dec, looking at issues of mental health. SMART Recovery did a presentation on its self-help groups. 

Anne is working on a Merkinch Directory with Graham Ross, Highland Council, which will include contact details for local community groups and statutory services.

Anne had a meeting with the new Manager at WEA, Sue Mitchell, to look at ways of joint working. The meeting was very useful and Sue will be forwarding details of the courses delivered by the WEA and the costs involved in putting on these courses in the Merkinch area. The work of WEA is all about life long learning and development and fits in very well with the employability criteria for the Fairer Scotland Funding. Anne is proposing that FSF should be used to fund the WEA courses in Merkinch – priority would be given to local residents but the courses would be open to applicants from other areas. Sue will be visiting Merkinch in the next few weeks to look at suitable venues.

Annie Marrs and the Community Warden are continuing to deliver the first part of the Heartstone Art Project in Merkinch School – working with pupils in art workshop sessions. The community groups will start to get involved in Jan. Heidi Jones, Trinity Church parish assistant, is also involved in delivering the project in the school.

Merkinch Development Ventures has submitted the final draft of the Big Lottery application to the Voluntary Action Fund for a volunteer co-ordinator has been successful. The new Board held a meeting on 14th Nov, directors were allocated roles and responsibilities.

Highland Buildings Preservation Trust, which is responsible for carrying out the feasibility study to return the Welfare Hall building to community use, has selected consultants to do a Business Plan, building contractors and an historical architect. The feasibility study will be completed by summer 2009 and will include funding recommendations. Merkinch Enterprise is liasing with HBPT on behalf of the Welfare Hall Trust. The building is currently being cleared to allow a structural survey to be carried out.

Discussions are to be held with Capelinch Residents Association re. purchasing a community notice board and a potential location.

The partnership funded a 1-day Emergency First Aid Training course for local project workers.

3. Correspondence. 

We received a copy of the Inverness Area Community Council Forum Minutes from their meeting on 4th November 2008 along with some follow up correspondence from Debbie Maguire and David Haas.

We received a letter from the Highland Council making us aware that their Area planning teams have experienced difficulties in processing comments from Community Council’s The problem arose because the relevant representative’s had e-mailed responses from a personal email address, which was not immediately or easily recognisable as being a Community Council response and in future we identify in the title that any emails are from the Community Council.

Two letters were received from Dell with regards the ticket office update and the removal of the Hydrophones. A member from the Research Team came in to remove the hydrophones on 12th January and has subsequently been in touch with Brian regards the reinstallation after the work has been completed to the ticket office.

4. Treasurer’s report

Report handed out, balance now £2056.21. £800.00 of this has been reserved for Matched Funding (Ticket Office), which leaves £1256.21 available.

5. Community Councillors local issues

A discussion was held with regards to the bus shelters on Thornbush Rd. Councillors are going to follow up with regard to replacing the shelter hit by a Stagecoach bus and subsequently removed and the possibility of upgrading the shelter outside Blackbridge Bargains to one that will provide better protection from the elements.

Concerns were raised regarding the notification of the festive refuse collection. It was felt that it would be better to go back to the notices which are stuck onto the bins as some people did not receive the card, for whatever reason, with the relevant information.

Councillor Corbett is going to follow up on the possibility of having the bollards by the railway bridge on Thornbush Rd removed.

Helen raised the point that cars are parking in front of the bollards in Gilbert St, thus blocking access for emergency services, etc. Councillors going to look at the possibility of having some Keep Clear signs erected.

Jimmy Fraser brought up the question of recycling since it appears that it is being either being stockpiled or sent to landfill. Councillors informed the members that it is still Highland Council Policy to recycle.

6. Ward member’s question time

Councillor Corbett reported that the Corbett Centre had received a good report from the Care Commission following a lot of changes having been implemented.

Rents are due to rise by 4% this year. Highland Council is £146 million in debt and still use 41p in every £1 collected to pay this debt off. Also the new Standards in housing have to be done by 2015, therefore the Council have had to raise the rents to cover the costs.

A meeting is to be held on Monday 19th with regard to finalising the Ticket Office Lease.

The new floodlights for the West Field pitches are due to be installed within the next 2 weeks.

Councillor Corbett circulated the map of the proposed boundary change and after discussion and a vote it was decided to write to the Highland Council to confirm that we wish to proceed with the boundary change.

7. Reports.

Merkinch Greenspace

Peter Corbett has resigned as a director of Greenspace to alleviate possible conflict of interest issues between Greenspace and the Council.

BTCV are continuing with the paths and hope to start the construction of the disabled ramp soon.

Green Gym now have 20 volunteers doing various tasks within the reserve and in the coming year will also be working out with the reserve.

The MLNR management team has awarded the contract for the interpretational plan and work on this has started with completion of plan by April 2009.

The LNR management team is a sub group of Merkinch Greenspace with a membership made up from Greenspace directors, Highland Council Ranger Service, HC Bio-diversity Officer, and members from British Waterways, Inverness & Culloden Rotary Club, BTCV, HIE, SNH, Cllr Peter Corbett and Merkinch Partnership Officer Anne Sutherland.

The new path connecting the boardwalk to Carnarc Cres is also nearing completion, this along with the new ramp at the boardwalk will create a circular route with disabled access to the reserve at two points.

LNR are looking at the feasibility and cost of removing the tar from the Kessock Point roundabout with a view to filling it with top soil and a wild flower mix with a couple of carved Roe Deer lying down amongst the flowers. These would be carved by chainsaw carving specialist Ian Chalmers and present a better-looking arrival at the reserve.

The Management team are commissioning a feasibility study into building an “earth ship” centre on the reserve. This will be carried out by Sustainable Communities Fife, which built the first earth ship in Britain. An earth ship is constructed using waste materials such as tyres, bottles, cans, etc. as well as proven sustainable materials and normally built by volunteers. Most are completely self sufficient i.e. water from rain collection, power from solar, wind, etc. If they decide to go ahead they hope to hold presentations where the public can get info about earth ships and how to get involved hands on in the construction.

South Kessock Residents Association

The Xmas Grotto had a good attendance. Next meeting will be held 5th Feb 2009.

A.O.B

None

Date and Time of next meeting

12th February 2009 at 7:30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

