MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 14TH JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
I Bisset, C MacKay, James Fraser, A Sutherland, Jimmy Fraser, J Ross, I Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, A Locke. 
In Attendance:  
Cllr P Corbett, Cllr B McAllister, Cllr J Campbell, B McArdle, M Hadfield (Street Pastors).
Apologies: 
A McCreadie, G Wells, PC I Blackburn
Chair:
Ali Locke
Welcome and Apologies

1. Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were approved, no matters arising.

2. Street Pastors project – Mark Hadfield
Mark attended the meeting to do a presentation on the work of the street pastors in the Merkinch area, Operation Respect Merkinch, which was launched in May 2009. Points highlighted:

· Volunteer pastors come from local churches and are on patrol in Merkinch on Friday nights 7.30 – 11.00pm, working in pairs.  They are hoping to extend this to Saturday nights.

· The pastors are there to listen, care and to help people in the local community, they are getting to know the young people who are out on the streets.

· The project is going very well and the pastor’s commitment is long term.

A short question and answer session took place covering issues such as young people congregating in Anderson Street, the idea of a Youth Shelter and Friars Bridge underpass.

Mark stated that the pastors work from a set of core values which are faith independent.

Mark then left the meeting. 

3.  Reports

Northern Constabulary -   The Beat Officers were not present, A Locke circulated copies of the report.

Ward Manager -   No report available
Merkinch Partnership - Copies of the report were circulated.
Community Warden – No report available.

3. Ticket Office.

Copies of a draft agreement between the Community Council and Merkinch Greenspace were circulated, allowing Greenspace to use the building as an LNR visitor facility.  Other local community groups will have access to the building which will be a multi-use space.

The draft agreement was approved – A Locke and G Wells to sign, witnessed by P Corbett.

4. Correspondence

None.

5.   Financial Report
Copies of the report were circulated.

A Sutherland was proposed and seconded as Treasurer.

Merkinch Enterprise will continue to assist with the accounts.

6. Community Councillors local issues

I Bisset – pavements not being treated in the Abban Street/Huntly Street area during the recent bad weather.  It was agreed to write to TECS querying how streets are prioritised, stating that there were no complaints about the workers on the ground, just dismay at the lack of planning and management by Highland Council.  Other points raised:

· Highland Council has not coped with the weather conditions

· Communities should be helping vulnerable residents

· Some of the gritting lorries are multi purpose

· B McAllister and P Corbett to raise issue of Abban Street and Falconers Court with Ward Manager.

· Issue regarding potholes.

7. Ward member’s question time

Highland Council rent increase of 1.3%.

Planning application for 36 Grant Street – Community Council has not been consulted, A Sutherland to contact Planning.

Clach Club – the Social Club and are car park to be put up for sale by the administrators.  P Corbett has asked the Common Good Fund to consider buying the site in order to protect the football pitch.

Ward Forum “Police in the City” to take place on 26th January.

B McAllister gave details of figures for uplifting of bulky items, there has been no increase in flytipping.

Other issues – blue bins not being emptied, black bin bags not being uplifted, flood defences along the riverside.

8. Reports.

Environmental

Local Nature Reserve brown signage to be erected.

The Interpretive maps have been installed on the monoliths.

People have been using the Reserve, despite the weather, lots of positive feedback from visitors.

B McAllister – MacLennan Gardens adopted road.

Allotments meeting has been held, Jimmy Flint to take forward.
South Kessock Residents Association

120 children attended the Christmas Grotto.

Next meeting 18th January 

Capelinch Residents Association
Meetings currently on hold due to lack of interest, Panto trip did not take place.
ACTRA

Next meeting to be held in February, currently the group has 20-25 members.
Leisure and Recreation
Community Centre AGM took place this evening, 4000 attended the Centre during December.
D McClurg joined the meeting at this point.

9.  A.O.B.

D McClurg - the times and place of leaving on the Union Street bus stop do not match the published timetable.  A Sutherland to write to Stagecoach and Highland Council.
10.  Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 11th February 2010 at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre

