MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 12TH NOVEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
G Wells, A Sutherland, J Fraser, J Ross, I Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, C Murchie 
In Attendance:  
J Fraser, C MacKay, J Beaton, Cllr P Corbett, PC Blackburn, C Richardson, B McArdle, William Mainus and Alistair Goodall (Stagecoach), Mary Christie (member of the public).
Apologies: 
A Locke, I Bisset, A McCreadie, Cllr B McAllister, Cllr J Campbell, J Flint
Welcome and Apologies

1. Statement by the Chair
The Chair stated that the bad coverage in last week’s press had brought the Community Council into disrepute and that the press contact for the Community Council is the Chair, as agreed at a previous meeting.

A statement from A Locke on the press coverage was circulated and comments were invited. Points raised:

· D McClurg stated that the press had contacted her, she had not contacted them.

· P Corbett stated that, regarding the closure of the concierge service, this had been a Highland Council decision and D McClurg should declare an interest in this issue as her place of work is located in one of the blocks of flats.  With regard to the Janny’s Hoose, the whole community had supported the project.

· PC Blackburn noted that since the closure of the concierge service, calls to the Police had not increased and that the concierge could not intervene in incidents in the home.  Police still have access to the CCTV in the flats.
It was agreed that the press contact should be the Chair.

2. Stagecoach

· South Kessock service extended to Milton of Leys, now hourly service.

· Double-deckers are not allowed on the route  due to weight restriction on the Black Bridge
· The blue Megabus should not have been used

· The hourly services to the hospital and the Aquadome are being retained.
· The coaches currently being used will be here until February.
· Real Time System to be installed in the New Year
· Stagecoach staff to be located at Inverness Bus Station
Issues discussed:
Timetable problems

Buses not turning up

Complaints about bus drivers

System for making complaints, the phone system is not working properly and written complaints are not being answered.

Drivers not knowing the route and not driving properly
Timetables to be located at bus stops
The South Kessock bus stop could be moved away from Farm Foods to a location with more shelter.

D McClurg passed a list of complaints/issues to the stagecoach representatives, reply to be forwarded direct to the Secretary.

The Stagecoach reps left the meeting. 

Reports

Northern Constabulary -   Copies of the report were circulated. The Beat Officers will be about more over the Xmas period. Issues:

Drug using and dealing in Glendoe Terrace

Parking issues on Lochalsh Road

Stray dogs – should be reported to the Dog Warden

Ward Manager -   No report available
Merkinch Partnership - Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting.
Community Warden – Copies of the report were circulated.  The post has now been made permanent.  Issues:

Fly tipping and dog fouling in Glendoe Terrace – the caretaker is responsible for reporting incidents.  Claire to take forward with the Dog Warden and Enforcement Officer.

Price of Highland Council uplifts - £15.  This could be means tested.  Fly tipping is increasing due to cost of uplifts.  Look at alternatives e.g. Merkinch Partnership funding estate work in the area.
3. Ticket Office.

The flooring has been laid, heaters purchased.  Next step is to start work on the displays.  The LNR Management Group needs assurance that they can use the building on a long term basis.

The ticket office will be open on Thursday 19th November from 5 to 6pm, community councillors are invited to come along.

4. Correspondence

Neighbourhood Watch Trustee to attend the next meeting.

5.   Financial Report
Copies of the report were circulated.

6. Community Councillors local issues

Regarding Dell McClurg’s comments to the press, some people feel Ali Locke’s comments were rude and inappropriate and that we should not be ‘squabbling’ with each other in meetings. Bette McArdle feels that the papers may have misused Dell’s words for their own means and as a result misrepresented her.

Margaret would like to know if the Community Council can send flowers to ‘Nan’ who passed away recently. She feels that this lady and her family have done a lot for the community. It has been agreed by all present that Margaret is to buy flowers and give the receipt to the Treasurer. 

7. Ward member’s question time

Clach Club directors are meeting with Highland Council tomorrow.

A meeting is being held tonight in Culbokie to discuss the closure of the Kessock Bridge for repairs and the possibility of installing a ferry crossing, although this unlikely to happen.  Other ideas include car sharing and park and ride.

Merkinch Partnership Sports Awards took place on 11th November; it was a very good event.

Highland Council Budget meeting to take place next week, there are some tough decisions to be made which will affect our community.

THC Quality awards – Merkinch Local Nature Reserve was short listed in the partnership working category.

Flats in Kessock Road – repairs not carried out, P Corbett to follow up.

8. Reports.

South Kessock Residents Association

Christmas Grotto is to be held in Merkinch Community House in Craigton Avenue on the 12th of December. 

Glendoe Terrace Residents Association

Panto visit in December –date to be confirmed. Also launch of Tenant’s website.

Capelinch Residents Association
Panto visit for children and pensioners – date to be confirmed.

A.O.B.

Ring Merkinch Partnership on 01463 718989 and speak to Anne Sutherland if you are unable to attend meetings to give your apologies.

The following people have been elected onto the Community Council Board by all those present:

Jim Beaton

Dawn Beaton

Cath Mackay

James Fraser

Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 14th January 2010 at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre

