MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 12th March 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G Wells, B Cain, J Ivers, A Locke, H Geddes, P Adam, 


D McClurg, J Fraser, J Ross, C Murchie, M Cole, 


Y Stewart, A McCreadie.
In Attendance:  
A Sutherland, B McArdle, Cllr B McAllister,  


Cllr P Corbett, Cllr J Campbell.

Apologies: 
PC. C Sinclair, PC. E Mackenzie, I Bisset, G Adam, J Flint,


F Welsh.

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Helen noted that the lamp that was repaired was in Simpsons Lane not Gilbert Street. Cllr Corbett informed members that the Roads Manager had been down to look at the bollards by the railway bridge in Thornbush Road and he felt that they should remain, however Cllr Corbett has requested that it be looked at again. Brian raised the point that the bus shelter in Grant Street opposite the Enterprise is being vandalised, he noted that screws had been removed. Julie informed members that we had received a reply from David Haas informing us that letters regarding the boundary change were going to be sent out to the households in the affected area.

February minutes were approved on the proposal of A Locke, seconded by J Fraser.  

2. John McMurray, Youth Development Officer, mp33

John outlined his role as Youth Development Officer and informed the members that over the last 8 weeks he has been looking at what mp33 has been delivering and has identified the need for youths to have access to mp33 on 4 mornings, 6 afternoons and 6 evenings per week. As the space at mp33 is very limited he is looking into the possibility of using the Bike Shed and has spoken to the Anne about the possibility of using the Community Centre 1 night per week, enabling the youths to burn off some energy. He is looking to work with Annie Marrs & David Paulin to deliver wider activities for the youths. John has been out and about engaging with youngsters on the street and is concerned about youngsters playing between cars on Grant Street and their lack of commitment to education. It is estimated that there will be around 10 early school leavers with the possibility of up to 3 of those not moving into college or work. John feels that one way forward is looking to provide youths with a support mechanism during their final year at school and their first year out of school. He has also been looking to have both staff from mp33 and the street pastors on the streets on Friday and Saturday evenings engaging with the youths and the possibility of opening the Bike Shed for any youths under the influence. He has identified a need to work with schools, parents and the wider community in general. The youths John has spoken to and asked what would they like to have available, as a rule don’t know. It is hoped that by introducing a wide range of activities for the youths to try, it may engage them and they will continue with particular activities.

3. Reports

Merkinch Partnership

At the Partnership meeting on 14th January members agreed priority projects for continuation funding in the next financial year: Project Officer post, Arts programme, Sports programme, CAB outreach, IT training for the unemployed, Ness Soaps & mp33.
Other issues discussed included the Jannys Hoose which is currently planning for closure at the end of March 2009,the South Kessock ticket office, the feasibility of an indoor sports facility in Merkinch, child protection training for volunteers working with children, Fairer Scotland Funding for 2009/10, the Single Outcome Agreement and For The Right Reasons charity based in Grant Street.

The Partnership held a strategy day on 11th Feb, looking at Annual Reports from projects and discussing future priorities and plans.

The “2014 Communities” grant application was successful (£958.00) and interest declared in “Highland Legacy” and “SCF”.

Merkinch Partnership is hosting a Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership. This is a nationally recognised qualification that enables successful candidates to lead small groups in simple sport and recreational activities whilst under the direct supervision of their tutor. The course will run at Inverness High School and Charleston Academy. 

With the High School now unable to accommodate the Twilight Basketball, it was essential to keep this project within easy reach of Merkinch. Inverness College was highlighted and has now been confirmed as the venue. A basketball club will now run every Friday night from 6-8pm and will focus on the Merkinch area. The launch night will be the 23rd of January and will be featuring Scottish Rocks players, Rockettes cheerleaders, music and primarily focusing on various fun games. 

A programme of rugby started on 12th January in Merkinch Primary and a programme will also run for S1-S4 pupils from 3rd Feb at Carse Park.

The Arts in Merkinch project has now come under the umbrella of Merkinch Partnership and the first meeting of the new arts steering group took place on 10th February in Merkinch Community Centre.
The steering group is made up of local residents and project workers who have an interest in the arts and at the first meeting members discussed the arts programme for the coming year. New ideas included a children's art group, a writers group and a music festival (Merkinch Unplugged). The existing elements of the arts programme will continue to be delivered – the Summer Festival, weekly art group, weekly theatre groups, puppet festival, The Big Draw and workshop provision.
The next meeting of the steering group will take place on 10th March to start planning for the Merkinch Unplugged music festival.
The Merkinch School Parent Council is being assisted by the Partnership Officer and held a meeting on 10th February, the main item on the agenda was the Merkinch School Fun day to be held on 27th June

The Merkinch Healthy Network continues to meet every 6 weeks to look at health issue in the local community and how agencies can work together to address them.

The Partnership has funded minute-taking training for 3 members of the local community.

The Partnership is funding a “Help with Budgeting your Money” course, which will be delivered by CAB. The CAB outreach service, funded by Merkinch Partnership, continues to be delivered at the Craigton Avenue Housing Office on Tuesdays and is a very well used and valuable service. The additional day's outreach, which takes place on Wednesdays, is being reviewed and alternative locations are being sought.  Discussions are underway with Inverness High School and the Bught Stop in Torvean Avenue, both organisations are keen to have a CAB presence.

4. Ticket Office. 

The lease is currently being drawn up. The Chair, Treasurer and Secretary will be signing as Trustees. The rent for the property is set at £1 p.a. this has been offset by the renovation work that the Community Council will have to carry out. We are currently waiting for the schedule of works from the contractor to pass to Highland Council to finalise the lease. We are also looking to set up a steering group with local community groups.

5. Correspondence

We received e-mail from The Highland Licensing Board regarding the new Licensing Act Off Sales outlining the fact that off sales outlets can now open from 10am-10pm 7 days per week. The licensing Board are recommending that Sunday opening should not be before 12pm. After discussion it was agreed that a letter be sent to support the Licensing Board recommendation.

We received literature regarding the environmental groups operating within the Highlands with details of meetings and projects.

A letter regarding the new “High Societies” interactive website, featuring contact information for groups, clubs and societies across the highlands is being launched by Highland Libraries.

6. Treasurer’s report

Brian handed out his report, expenditure in January was £54.72 (£17 – Merkinch Community Centre and £37.72 – Merkinch Enterprise). The balance is currently £1949.93. £800.00 of this has been reserved for Matched Funding (Ticket Office), which leaves £1149.93 available. 
7. Community Councillors local issues

Garry raised the issue of the unsightly cladding on the Kessock Roads flats. Cllr Corbett is going to make enquiries.

8. Ward member’s question time

Cllr Corbett informed members that there is to be a meeting held on 13th March with Highland Council and the NHS looking into funding and the future of the Janny’s Hoose.

Capelinch Residents group would like to place a notice board somewhere on Grant Street, they have full funding for it and it would be a Merkinch Community Board.

Cllr Corbett informed the members of the work of the Fire Reduction Group who have been working to reduce the number of fires lit in the area. Since inception the number of fires has reduced by 65%. Cllr Corbett asked if the members would be interested in inviting along a representative from the group to do a presentation and it was felt by members to be a good idea.

9. Reports.

Merkinch Greenspace

Joshua’s bench has been installed and the dedication will take place on Saturday the 21st march. There has been press and radio interest, which is hoped, could be avoided as much as possible, because at the end of the day it is not about what Greenspace or the Residents group has done. It is about an innocent victim of knife crime tragically taken from our community and our community remembering him with this bench and showing our support for his family and friends.  

We have been successful in securing funding from SEPA to clear litter, which has now been carried out. 

The interpretive plan for the reserve is at the draft stage our consultant Verity Walker has been out and about talking to just about everyone.

The Chair proposed that the Community Council donated towards the cost of the memorial bench and members agreed to a donation of £100.

Leisure & Recreation

Anne informed the members that the Centre would be closed week commencing 6th April for refurbishment. The automatic doors will hopefully be installed soon after this.

The International Women’s Day event was very successful with over 300 people passing through the centre.

At the end of June Annie Marrs will be putting on an exhibition for a week. There will also be an Indian Dance display and the Jamboree will also be in June instead of the usual Easter slot.

The Big sing event will be running next week.

South Kessock Residents Association

Have not had a meeting.

A.O.B.

Colin proposed that the Community Council join the new “High Societies” website and this was agreed by members.

Date and Time of next meeting

16th April 2009 at 7:30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

