MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 12th February 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G Wells, A Locke, B Cain, J Ivers, H Geddes, P Adam, 


D McClurg, G Adam, J Fraser, J Ross, C Murchie, M Cole, 


Y Stewart, A McCreadie.
In Attendance:  
PC. C Sinclair, PC. E Mackenzie, B McArdle, J Flint,


Cllr P Corbett.

Apologies: 
I Bisset, A Sutherland, Cllr B McAllister, Cllr J Campbell.

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

Cllr Corbett informed members that the bus shelters have been reported and will be repaired. A letter has gone to Stagecoach with reference to the bus shelter hit by one of their buses. The Roads Manager will investigate the bollards by the rail bridge on Thornbush Road with a view to having them removed. The traffic calming bollards further along Thornbush Road are to be replaced with solid ones. The lamp on Gilbert Street has been repaired.

Julie reported back to members on the Community Council Forum meeting held on 10th February. Mr Colin Clark, Head of Waste Management, Highland Council made the 1st presentation. Since the council started to invest in recycling the percentage of recycling has risen from under 1% to 34%. In the last 12 years Highland Council has spent £20m. restoring landfill sights and the Recycling Centre in Henderson Road has been upgraded. Highland Council currently has to pay £40 per tonne Landfill Tax to have our rubbish taken to landfill, and this figure continues to rise. In the future, to achieve over 50% recycling in Highland, Energy for Waste (EfW) and In-Vessel Composters (for food waste) sites will need to be developed. The blue bins, which are currently being introduced in rural areas, will eventually come to the city, although there is no fixed date yet.

Ian Cox, Licensing Standards Officer, gave the second presentation. Ian outlined why the new act had come about and the new procedures for license applications. 

January minutes were approved on the proposal of A Locke, seconded by M Cole.  

2. Reports.

Northern Constabulary

Connie circulated her report. There has been a slight decrease in the number of assaults reported during January, down from 12 to 7. 4 have been detected and reported to the Procurator Fiscal, enquiries into the remainder are still ongoing.

Of the 9 thefts reported, the property suspected to be stolen in 2 of the cases has since been found by the complainers. Enquiries into the remaining cases are continuing. 

Vandalisms have gone up to 24, 4 of these incidents were of cars being damaged in the Telford Ave, Telford Rd area. Other incidents spread over the area.

Of the 17 domestic incidents reported 10 have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal, enquiries into 3 are ongoing. No further action being taken in the remaining 4 incidents (sometimes reported by a 3rd party and when investigated found not to be domestic incidents).

The number of disturbances reported has gone up slightly since December 4 being classed as crimes.

There was 1 housebreaking reported in January which occurred whilst the occupant was away overnight. The case remains undetected at the moment.

There were 18 calls in January from persons reporting children causing annoyance. These calls were concentrated around the Grant St (4), Anderson St /Court (4), Brown St (2), India St (2) areas.  

The police are aware that the issue of kids causing annoyance is becoming more prevalent. In mid January the shifts worked by officers changed meaning that there are now frequent overlaps between off going and incoming shifts. Over the last couple of weekends the overlap of officers have been tasked to carry out foot patrols in the Merkinch area. 

Over the last month there has been nothing of particular note in the area. Although there has been an increase in incidents reported in January, the figures are similar to the same period last year.

Ward Manager

There will be a Ward Forum on 25th February to discuss transport within Inverness.

There is to be a splurge on dog fouling in public places. Wardens will be working flexi hours instead of 9 to 5 and anyone caught not cleaning up after their dog will automatically receive an on the spot fine.

3. Ticket Office. 

We are still no further forwards with this. The Highland Council have said that the lease cannot be taken in the name of the Community Council, however we may be able to take the lease in the names of the office bearers as trustees. It would be phrased in such a way that any change in office bearers will make no difference to the lease. We are currently waiting to hear from Bob Smail, whom the issue has been passed to. Jimmy and Peter are going to chase this up. If we do not have the lease signed soon we will lose all the funding. Brian also informed members that the surveyors had asked for an architects report. Brian went to Aberdeen and spoke to his son, who is an architect and he has told us that the building will need to be vented from the outside.

4. Correspondence

The first letter received was from a group named Comann nan Lios, who are aiming to re-establish allotments around Inverness. They outlined the benefits of allotments and requested moral support at this stage. They are currently in contact with Highland Council and others who may be able to release land. Colin proposed that we reply to offer moral support and this was seconded.

Scottish Gas has written with regard to the Scottish Government Central Heating Programme. Since October 2006 they have installed almost 28,000 central heating systems into the homes of the fuel poor. On 18th October 2008 Nicola Sturgeon announced that additional funding was to be invested in the programme this year to provide more heating systems to those at risk of living in fuel poverty. From 27th October 2008 the prioritisation will be extended to cover various different pensioner households.

We received a letter from the Royal Society of Edinburgh regarding a report into the future of Scotland’s hills and Islands. A public event was held in conjunction with Highland Council in Inverness on 10th February.

We received notification of the Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC) regional meeting to be held in Elgin on Saturday 21st March. Present will be an all-party panel of MSPs to answer any questions raised.

We received an email from David Haas with regard to the boundary change requesting a statement from the Community Council explaining how the inclusion of the area makes sense for the Merkinch community. Julie to follow this up.

5. Treasurer’s report

Report handed out, expenditure in January was £52.50 (£15 – Merkinch Community Centre and £37.50 – Julie Inkjet). The balance is currently £2004.21. £800.00 of this has been reserved for Matched Funding (Ticket Office), which leaves £1204.21 available. Concerns had been raised out with the meeting with Brian regarding the funds paid for Inkjet. Brian clarified that as the secretary is using her own equipment, the Community Council covers the cost of printer cartridges and paper used by the secretary for Community Council work.

5. Community Councillors local issues

Margaret raised the issue of the Post Office being closed and Jimmy provided an update. The Post Office being closed is very much a Temporarily affair. It cannot close for good by law. There are currently 2 couples interested in taking it over. Officials are in talks in Edinburgh and it will be re-opened as soon as possible. Colin asked if the Kessock Road footpath in the Nature Reserve would be going all the way to the canal. Ali confirmed that this was the case and that they also had to contact Network Rail with regard upgrading the crossing

6. Ward member’s question time

Councillor Corbett reported that Merkinch Partnership had their away day on 11th February. Fairer Scotland Funding is available for next year and the partnership is looking to expand into other areas of Inverness.

Highland Council had a meeting today to set the budgets for the coming year.

The Glebe Street site has had permission granted for a hotel.

7. Reports.

Merkinch Greenspace

The paths are still ongoing although the weather has been hampering progress.

Leisure & Recreation

The Centre is busy and has bookings until mid December

South Kessock Residents Association

A memorial plaque is to be made for Josh Mitchell and placed on one of the carved benches at the waterfront. There will be a dedication to Josh on Saturday 21st March.

A.O.B

Julie notified members that there was an Asda Planning Inquiry scheduled for next Monday. Highland Council appears to have withdrawn their objection to the plans following detailed discussion between the company and the Roads Dept. It is understood the only remaining objector is Inverness Estates Ltd. 

Date and Time of next meeting

12th March 2009 at 7:30pm in the Merkinch Community Centre

