MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 11TH MARCH 2010 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
Garry Wells, C MacKay, James Fraser, A Sutherland, Jimmy Fraser, J Ross, I Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, A Locke. 
In Attendance:  
B McArdle, Jimmy Flint,  Cllr P Corbett, Cllr B McAllister, PC D Murray, PC I Blackburn.
Apologies: 
I Bisset, Cllr J Campbell, A McCreadie
Chair:
Garry Wells

Welcome and Apologies

Victoria Paterson from Neighbourhood Watch will attend the next meeting.
1. Northern Constabulary Report
Copies of the report were circulated, issues highlighted:

· Increase in calls regarding young people in Grant Street, although not all of them are from Merkinch – similar problem in Hilton and Dalneigh.

· Marking alcohol in shops – all the shops in Merkinch are taking part.  I Blackburn to forward information to B McArdle.

· Schools have been notified about Operation Youth Advantage

· There have been no complaints from Stagecoach regarding anti-social behaviour by young people.

I Blackburn and D Murray to visit J Fraser, Anderson Street, as agreed at the last meeting.

The Officers left the meeting at this point.

2. Minutes of previous meeting
The minutes were approved, no matters arising.

3.  Reports

Ward Manager
A meeting has been held with TECS Area Manager regarding things not being done.

High sickness levels have affected street cleaning.

Scottish Water has carried out checks on the pipes leading to the ticket office, the water is fine – site meeting to be organised with Scottish Water, A Locke and G Wells to attend.

The gully outside the Nip Inn has been repaired.

A burnt out bin in the Westfield has not been removed – issues of this nature should be reported to the Community Warden.

The wall at the Old Smiddy is in a bad state of repair.

The goals in the Westfield have not been taken down.

Abandoned car in Anderson Court – this has been reported.

The sand used during the winter can clog up the drains – this is being addressed.

A bollard is down in Thornbush Road – J Flint to take forward.

Merkinch Partnership
Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting.  

Community Warden
No report

3. Ticket Office.

The LNR Management Team is looking at the draft Interpretive Plan.

4. Correspondence

C MacKay and J Fraser to attend Community Council Forum meetings.

Letter from V Rawlins regarding speed limit – 20mph limit is already in place.

Letter from Highland Council regarding bilingual path signs – a vote was taken to write a letter of objection.

It was agreed to donate £100 to the Trinity Church for their Mums and Tots group.  This group is meets in the Community Centre on Thursday mornings but is relocating to the church hall.
D McClurg queried whether there had been any response from Stagecoach – J Flint outlined their response at the last meeting.

J Fraser reported that a Stagecoach double-decker bus had been seen on the Black Bridge – Ward Members will raise the issue at the meeting with Stagecoach management to take place on 25th March.

A discussion took place regarding circulating South Kessock bus timetables to the local community.

5.   Financial Report
Copies of the report were circulated.

6. Community Councillors local issues

Dog fouling, particularly in the Coronation Park area.  Incidences of dog fouling should be reported to the Community Warden.

There have been some small fires lit along the seawall path, P Corbett to contact the Fire Reduction Group.

Grant Street Welfare Hall – consultants are working on a feasibility study.

7. Ward member’s question time

The application from Rodgers for a drinks license was approved at the Licensing Board meeting on 10 March, with conditions attached.  P Corbett stated that the Community Council had been quite within their rights to voice concerns about the application.

B McAllister and P Corbett held a very positive meeting with the Director of Education regarding the proposed Merkinch sports facility, a Business Plan is to be completed by September.  A Sutherland handed out questionnaires on the sports facility.

The remit of the Community Wardens is to be reviewed. 

8. Reports
Environmental
· An open meeting on forming an Allotments Association will take place on 23rd March.

· Local Nature Reserve:

The brown signage has been erected.

People are feeding the birds and the deer in the Reserve 

Dog fouling is an issue

Highland Council will carry out the repairs to the seawall

· Carnarc Point is accessible for wheelchairs

· Future Jobs Funding will be funding a trainee Ranger for the Reserve

· The museum exhibition which includes the Reserve photos started at the beginning of March

Leisure and Recreation
Work has started on the toilets and disabled access in the Community Centre.

South Kessock Residents Association

The Easter Fun Day will take place on 27th March.

Capelinch Residents Association
Meetings are currently on hold.
9.  A.O.B.

None.

10.  Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 8th April 2010 at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre

