MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 11th June 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
G Wells, A Locke, J Fraser, J Ross, M Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, A McCreadie.
In Attendance:  
B McArdle, C Richardson, P C Iain Blackburn, Cllr P Corbett, Cllr J Campbell, J Flint, A Sutherland
Apologies: 
I Bisset, F Welsh
Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

May minutes were approved on the proposal of M Cole, seconded by J Fraser.

One amendment - ? was present at the last meeting.

2. Reports

Northern Constabulary

Calls are down on last month as foot patrols have increased.

Beat Officers using bikes to patrol the area.

Police visited Gael Force regarding the child injured by a fall on their premises. He is recovering after a spell in hospital and the company have given assurances that all possible safety measures are in place.
Ward Manager

The Estate Operatives dedicated to Merkinch will now be working Inverness wide.  Concerns were expressed about the issue of increased fly tipping, J Flint assured the meeting that this would be closely monitored.  The local community needs to be informed of this development.
Merkinch Partnership

Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting – no questions or comments.

3. Ticket Office.

The refurbishment work is nearing completion, it was noted that B Cain and J Ivers have carried out a lot of the interior improvements, along with G Wells and his wife Lorna.

Estimates to be done for the flooring and exterior paintwork.

A Users Group has been set up to manage the building.

4. Correspondence

Letter from Julian Innes regarding the Beat Officers.

Letter from Hydro Electric regarding the electricity supply for the Ticket Office.

The Community Councils Forum AGM will take place on Tuesday 15th September in the Town House.

Chairperson has received an invitation to attend the Caledonian Canal celebrations on Saturday 20th June, Roads and Transport will be attending.

6. Community Councillors local issues

M Cole raised the issue of seagulls nesting on roofs in the area and the problems thay are causing whilst protecting their young.

7. Ward member’s question time

P Corbett discussed Operation Respect and stated that the Street Pastors were very well received by the local community.  Julian Innes stated that one of the people who started Operation Respect has earned promotion.
There have been a lot of complaints concerning bus services, any future complaints to be forwarded to P Corbett and J Campbell.

Benula Road residents will be holding an Open Day on 11th July.

Capelinch Residents Association is desperate for new members.

It was suggested that one representative from each resident’s group in the area should attend Community Council meetings.

J Campbell and P Corbett held a meeting with the MacMillan brothers regarding cleaning up Tawse’s old yard.
Merkinch School will hold a Fun Day on 27th June from 1 to 4pm.

New play equipment has been installed in Benula Road

J Campbell has started a new initiative for high unemployment areas, to support those in greatest need, particularly young people.

Pathfinder – 16+ learning choices, to provide enhanced services for those reaching the end of compulsory education. 

8. Reports.

Environmental
The Local Nature Reserve Fun Day turned out well with many thanks to all involved, especially Annie Marrs.

The Boardwalk is now complete.

Leisure & Recreation

Automatic doors for the Community Centre – the work has gone to tender.

The toilets are being refurbished courtesy of the government. A disabled toilet is needed.

The Centre has been very busy and there are plenty of future bookings right up until December.

South Kessock Residents Association

All arrangements are in place for the Fun Day on Friday 3rd July.

A.O.B.

The 6th Merkinch Arts Festival takes place in July, the gallery in the Grant Street Bike Shed opens on 2nd July, workshops and performances programmes are being printed. Inverness Courier has donated £100 prize money.
Date and Time of next meeting

3rd September at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre 

