MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2010 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
Garry Wells, C MacKay, James Fraser, A Sutherland, Jimmy Fraser, J Ross, I Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, A Locke, A McCreadie. 
In Attendance:  
Cllr J Campbell, B McArdle, C Richardson, Jimmy Flint, PC Garry Dick.
Apologies: 
I Bisset, Cllr P Corbett, Cllr B McAllister

Chair:
Garry Wells

Welcome and Apologies

1. Minutes of previous meeting
Agreed amendments:

· Note who is chairing the meeting

· Add – “ D McClurg came in at the end of the meeting”

· Amend Item 6. Community Councillors local issues – “some of the gritting lorries are multi purpose”

· Amend Item 9 AOB – “the times and place of leaving on the Union Street bus stop”

Subject to the above amendments, the minutes were approved.
D McClurg queried the agreement signed with Merkinch Greenspace about the use of the ticket office. Issues discussed:

· Greenspace is moving forward with Nature Reserve activities in the building
· Greenspace to pay electricity and heating costs

· Dell’s archive material can still be housed in the building

· A consultant has been commissioned to do a short Interpretive Plan for the space

· Booking system, access to the building

Dell’s project taking place in the ticket office - A Locke stated that the ball is now firmly in Dell’s court.

Dell stated that she is not clear about what is happening with the ticket office and is not happy at the way things are going.

A Sutherland to forward a copy of the ticket office lease to Dell.

Article in February issue of News and Views on the tree planting event held in the Reserve in December – Dell felt that thanks should be given to all local people who attended the event.
2. Reports

Northern Constabulary -   reports were circulated.  Issues discussed:

· Operation Youth Advantage
· Young people congregating in Anderson Street, more police patrols needed, it’s important to phone the Police when young people are observed drinking. 

· Merkinch Community Centre opening at weekends for youth activities.  It was noted that the recent Fusion events in the Centre have not been well attended. 

· Under-age drinking – Highland Council and the Police are working on a joint strategy to address the problem.
Beat Officers to visit J Fraser regarding the problem of young people in Anderson Street.

Broken glass should be reported to Highland Council.  
Ward Manager -   Issues discussed:

· Stagecoach – new systems to be set in place, meeting to be held with senior management, TECS are dealing with the problem of timetables not matching.  Other communities in the city are having problems with Stagecoach services, not just the Merkinch area. 
· Winter maintenance – systems are in place in the event of further heavy snowfall.  ‘A’ routes to be treated first (main roads and bus routes),next priority is the elderly.  During the recent bad weather Ward Managers held daily meetings with TECS and Social Services.  Shortage of salt is an issue. 
· There will be no increase in Council Tax this year.
· A meeting about allotments in Merkinch will be held next week.
· Highland Council budget cuts – the public will be asked for feedback on proposed cuts.
· Potholes – complaints about damage to cars can be forwarded to TECS.
· Yellow gritting bins – could be funded through Ward budgets, Community Council to think about potential locations for bins in Merkinch.
· Black bin bags in the water at the Kessock Avenue bus stop – Jimmy to look into.
Merkinch Partnership - Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting.  

Community Councillors agreed funding for the following projects:

· Grant Street Bike Shed - £300
· Street Pastors - £200

D McClurg noted that the launch of the Bike Shed was not well attended by Community Councillors.
Community Warden – copies of the report were circulated.  Issues discussed:
· The 120ft strip of ground behind Carnarc Crescent needs cleared of litter

·  Dog fouling is particularly bad at the moment

3. Ticket Office.

Issue of lead water pipes into the ticket office – J Flint to contact Scottish Water, check lease for areas of responsibility regarding water pipes.

Sewerage is not going into the Firth, the location of the septic tank is not known.

4. Correspondence

D Beaton and J Beaton are resigning from the Community Council, due to now residing in Hilton.
Application for a drinks licence by V Rodgers. Grant Street – it was agreed by a majority vote that the Community Council should lodge an objection against this application.

5.   Financial Report
Copies of the report were circulated.

VAT to be added to the cost of the hanging baskets?  J Flint to follow up.
6. Community Councillors local issues

Planning applications are still being forwarded to the Community Council.

7. Ward member’s question time

Highland Council budget – J Campbell to forward information to B McArdle.

8. Reports.

Environmental

Litter clearance carried out in Carnarc Point.

British Waterways have installed a handrail at the canal end of the Reserve.

Allotments meeting to be held next week.

Repairs to the seawall – who is responsible for carrying out t repairs?  Previous repairs were done by TECS.

I Cole stated that the path from the bus stop to access Carnarc Point is not accessible for wheelchair users – A Locke to follow up.

Springclean litter pick – D McClurg to take forward.

Leisure and Recreation
The Community Centre has been quiet due to the bad weather.
Improvements to be carried out – disabled toilet, automatic doors, media suite, new toilets.
South Kessock Residents Association

Easter Fun Day is planned, date to be confirmed.

Next meeting – 22 February.

Capelinch Residents Association
Meetings are currently on hold.
A.O.B.

James Ross was proposed and seconded as a full member of the Community Council.

Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 11th March 2010 at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre

