MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.30PM
MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE
Present: 
G Wells, A Locke, J Fraser, J Ross, M Cole, Y Stewart, A McCreadie.
In Attendance:  
Cllr P Corbett
Apologies: 
I Bisset, F Welsh, B McArdle, B McAllister, A Sutherland, D McClurg, 


J Flint, Northern Constabulary
Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

June minutes were approved on the proposal of Y Stewart, seconded by J Fraser.

A Sutherland and I Bisset were co-opted as Community Councillors, proposed by G Wells and seconded by A Locke.
A Sutherland was elected as Secretary.

Secretary to contact local resident’s groups, requesting that a representative attend Community Council meetings. 
2. Reports

Northern Constabulary - The Beat Officers were not in attendance. Copies of the report were circulated last week.

Ward Manager - No report.

Merkinch Partnership - Copies of the report were circulated prior to the meeting.
3. Ticket Office.

The Users Group met last month, 3 quotes were received for flooring, agreed to put down tiles.  P Corbett will look into sourcing some office furniture. Other issues discussed at the meeting – heating, display panels, filing cabinets.

The hydrophone has been reconnected.

4. Correspondence

Planning application.

Highland wide Local Development Plan.

Information on review to be carried out on Community Councils and how they are run.

5.   Financial Report
No report, all bills have been paid.

6. Community Councillors local issues

Issue regarding buses. A Ward Forum meeting will take place on 21st Sept at 6.00pm, Stagecoach will be in attendance.

7. Ward member’s question time

Clach Park update – the proposed flats development may now be located at the other end of the park.

William Hill is moving into the Lochiel Bar premises.

The new Licencing Act came into force on 1st September.

Thornbush Road railway bridge to be steam cleaned.

Mills and Allen own the billboards at the railway bridge, J Flint to contact them about the poor state of the boards.

There is a smell problem with the drains at Thornbush Stores – J Flint to follow up.

8. Reports.

Environmental
Merkinch Greenspace directors have visited the allotments in Milnafua, Alness.  Greenspace to hold a The Local Nature Reserve – visitor numbers are up.

Leisure & Recreation

The Community Centre was quiet during the summer, but is now getting busier.

“Merkinch has got Talent” show will take place on Friday 30th October.

3 singing days at Xmas.

Xmas panto, Jack and the Beanstalk takes place on 12th December.

South Kessock Residents Association

Next meeting – 28th September.
A.O.B.

Merkinch Enterprise has requested a £500 contribution for News and Views – agreed.

Date and Time of next meeting

Thursday 8th October at 7.30pm in Merkinch Community Centre 

