MERKINCH COMMUNITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD

THURSDAY 7th May 2009 AT 7.30PM

MERKINCH COMMUNITY CENTRE

Present: 
B Cain, J Ivers, H Geddes, P Adam, G Adam,

J Fraser, J Ross, M Cole, Y Stewart, D McClurg, I Bisset.
In Attendance:  
B McArdle, C Richardson, P C., Cllr B McAllister, Cllr J Campbell.

Apologies: 
G Wells, A Locke, F Welsh, Cllr P Corbett.

Welcome and Apologies

1. Previous minutes/matters arising.

We received a reply from network rail with regard to the problem of pigeons at the rail bridge on Thornbush Rd. They informed us that although the Local Authority was responsible for pigeon nuisance, they are usually happy to facilitate access to their structures in order that preventative measures can be put in place. Cllr Campbell is going to follow this up. March minutes were approved on the proposal of J Fraser, seconded by Y Stewart.

2. Reports

Northern Constabulary

Pc Iain Blackburn introduced himself as one of the new community beat officers for the area. Iain spent 16 years in the army and has been with Northern Constabulary for two and a half years and is quite familiar with the Merkinch area. Iain circulated his report. Both Assaults and Vandalism figures are down this month, there had been 9 incidents of theft and 1 of housebreaking. Of the 11 Domestic incidents 7 have been reported to the fiscal. There were 7 calls for annoyance of Children & Youths. Disturbances have gone up with the majority relating to loud music. Cllr Campbell informed members that some people’s lives were made an “absolute hell” by this antisocial behaviour. PC Blackburn informed members that it is regarded as antisocial to play loud music after 11.30pm. When police attend they diplomatically request that the music is turned down, if this fails a warning will be issued and possibly a 2nd warning but if the situation is not resolved then the police can remove music centre, TV and/or any other equipment on which loud music can be played.

Merkinch Partnership

Anne has been working with various groups and projects over the last few weeks. Anne met with Heidi Jones to move the Community Café project forward. Anne also attended the multi agency meetings in mp33 looking at extending “Operation Respect” into Merkinch from May 15th.

The escape group have finalised their programme for the coming year. They will be undertaking Walk Leader training.

Anne has been working with the Workers Education Association to set up options and choices courses aimed at early school leavers who are not moving into employment or training.

Highland Council Resources Committee approved fairer Scotland Funding for various projects within Merkinch.

Community Warden

Claire informed members that since the new charges for uplifting bulky items came into force there has been no noticeable increase in fly tipping, however it will continue to be monitored. 

Of the 8 incidents of graffiti, 3 were classed as offensive. The offensive graffiti under Friars Bridge has finally been removed.

Claire informed members that incidents of dog fouling and stray dogs are promptly passed to the Dog Warden, Jim Maclean. Residents are encouraged to talk to him direct on (01463) 703134 regarding dog fouling and strays.

Hanging Baskets will be put up again in Glendoe Terrace. Greenspace have donated the funds for this project.

Claire also informed members that she is trying to organise a community mosaic wall for Thornbush Road and is currently waiting for a building warrant and is looking to obtain further funding of £3,000 to progress with the project. 

3. Ticket Office.

Work is continuing to progress, the plumber has now been in to connect the new sink and the ceiling has been painted. Dell requested that it be minuted that she does not agree with the report given to the Inverness Courier and objects to the use of the building being changed.

4. Correspondence

David Haas has written to all community councils inviting them to attend a joint City-wide Forum in the Town House on Monday 18th May at 7.30pm where the theme is “The Local Transport Strategy”. 

We received a letter from Heidi Jones, Parish Assistant at the Trinity Church outlining details of the 7 C’s Café and looking for support. Members agreed that while we are happy to lend our support it was agreed that we could not offer any financial assistance as our money for this year is already committed elsewhere.

A letter from TV Licensing arrived querying the news that the Ticket Office had no TV. They are going to send one of their officers to confirm that we do not require a license.

We received a copy of NHS Highland Team Update and an update letter from Highland Council relating to “Housing in the Countryside”.

Finally we received an email from PC Connie Sinclair thanking all the members for making her feel part of the community. Connie really enjoyed her time working in the area.

5. Treasurer’s report

Brian circulated his report. The Ticket Office Project has paid out £168.72 leaving a balance of £14216.28.

The remaining balance use is £913.30. Expenditure this month was £36.50.  

6. Community Councillors local issues

Concerns were raised regarding the speeding cars in particular around Carnarc Crescent and Rosehaugh road. Members felt that it was an accident waiting to happen and with the school holidays fast approaching that may be sooner rather than later. It was suggested that the road could be blocked off at one end so that there would be no through run for the offending drivers.   

7. Ward member’s question time

No questions were raised. 

8. Reports.

Merkinch Greenspace
They will be holding their showcase day at the local nature reserve on Saturday 6th of June 11pm to 5pm there will be hamburger van, ice cream van, bouncy castle, slide, bubbles the clown, stalls, wood turning, drumming, etc. The new Boardwalk has been repaired and has so far been left alone. An extension of the safety railing on the old boardwalks should be started soon local joiners Macdonald and Mackintyre are carrying this out. Merkinch Greenspace is going to investigate the possibilities regarding setting up allotments in the Merkinch area. And is looking for interested parties to make them self’s know by either contacting Anne Sutherland at 14 Grant St or email alilocke@merkinchgreenspace.org.uk

Leisure & Recreation

The toilets at the Community Centre are going to be refurbished and will include a disabled toilet facility. Providing disabled parking is in hand and dropped kerbs will be installed. Automatic Doors will hopefully also be installed. Anne informed members that she is still looking for volunteers to act as assistants at the Highland Cross bike pond in Glen Affric on 20th June. This is to raise money for the new community minibus.

“For the Right Reasons” are putting on a fashion show on Thursday 14th May.

Anne also reminded members that their annual Jamboree was scheduled for the last Thursday in June with lots of acts showcasing.

South Kessock Residents Association

Yvonne announced that the annual Fun Day would be on Friday 3rd July at the Community House, Craigton Avenue.

ACTRA

Ivor informed members that their next meeting was scheduled for 3rd June at 7pm.

A.O.B.

None

Date and Time of next meeting

AGM 11th June at 7pm in the Merkinch Community Centre 

